
www.oxford.anglican.org thedoorOctober 2013 no 250

THE parallels between C.S. Lewis’s make-believe world and the real world we live in as Christians were 
explored as part of a Narnia Day at St Andrew’s CE Primary School in Headington, Oxford. 
   The day was led by Joy Howell, who wrote the material for the event, and organised by Barnabas, the 
children’s section of the Bible Reading Fellowship. Sue Fulford, marketing co-ordinator for Barnabas, 
said: “it was fabulous, a really successful day. It was organised to coincide with the C.S. Lewis Festival in 
Headington.” 
   Headteacher, Jude Bennett, said: “Each class from Year 2 through to Year 6 then took part in an 
interesting, well presented and exciting practical workshop exploring the story and its characters, 
and understanding how C.S. Lewis used the stories to illustrate some Christian beliefs and values. The 
workshops began by exploring the personalities of the main characters; drama was used to effectively 
bring the characters alive for the children.”
   The C.S. Lewis festival last month was a series of events to commemorate 50 years since the death of 
Holy Trinity, Headington Quarry’s most famous parishioner. 
Photo by KT Bruce. ktbrucephotography.com

A day in Narnia

Children pretend to be beavers from the Chronicles of Narnia. 

Onwards and upwards 
for Church academies
by Jo Duckles

PUPILS arrived in staggered 
starts as they got used to the new  
£22m Aylesbury Vale CE Academy 
buildings at the start of the new 
term.

As all three Oxford Diocesan 
academies celebrated improved 
GCSE results this summer, the 
Aylesbury pupils moved in to 
their new buildings, on the same 
site as the brand new Berryfields 
CE Primary School.

Head teacher, Fiona Froment, 
said: “The staff were here the 
week before we opened and the 
builders were still here so it was 
all a bit hectic. We held a phased 
return of different year groups 
over three days. It feels like we 
have always been here, it’s just 
marvellous.” Fiona was speaking 
following GCSE results that saw 
the number of pupils gaining five 
A* to C grades including English 
and maths  increase from 25 per 
cent to 41 per cent over the last 
year. “We want to build on that 
and beat it, to improve teaching 
and improve outcomes. It’s been a 
really hard year of work for staff, 
planning and packing to move 
buildings. It’s wonderful to be 
here but we wouldn’t be where 
we are without the teachers being 
able to inspire the students.”

Meanwhile at the Diocesan 
sponsored Oxford Academy 
students and staff were celebrat-
ing after the number of students 
achieving the Government’s floor 
target of five A*s at A to C includ-

ing English and maths increased 
from 26 per cent in 2012 to 42 
per cent in the 2013 results. 
This huge achievement makes 
the academy the most improved 
school in Oxford and joint top 
improved in Oxfordshire.  

David Brown, Executive Head-
teacher, said: “I congratulate stu-
dents on their achievements and 
want to praise staff for the inor-
dinate amount of hard work they 
have put into supporting stu-
dents as they prepared for these 
exams. I was confident we could 
raise standards and I am over the 
moon with these results.”

At the Chiltern Hills Academy 
in Chesham, Buckinghamshire, 
51 per cent of students achieved 
five or more GCSEs at A* to C in-
cluding English and Maths. These 
statistics for those achieving five 
or more A* to c grades is now up 
to 75 per cent.

Principal, Mr Kevin Patrick, 
said: “We are very pleased with 
the GCSE and BTEC results. I 
am proud of the hard working 
students and I do appreciate the 
dedication of the staff.” Anne 
Davey, Education Director for the 
Diocese of Oxford, said: “This is 
the encouraging news we were 
hoping for. I am absolutely de-
lighted for the students and staff 
at all of our academies and we are 
looking forward to continuing 
to work alongside them to help 
all our students achieve their 
potential.” 
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Door-man appointed Bishop’s Chaplain
THE new Chaplain to the Bishop of Oxford is the Revd Graham 
Sykes (right), who became 
the chairman of the Door’s 
Editorial Support Group 
last year. Graham takes over 
from the Revd Dr Amanda 
Bloor, who has joined the 
Vocations Team. 
   Graham, who also 
collates the Door’s Prayer 
Diary moved to Oxford 
with his wife Clare, who 
is Rector of the Osney 
Benefice in Oxford, and their 
two daughters and two 
whippets. Previously he was 
the Vicar of Bromyard and Stoke Lacy in the Hereford Diocese and 
Chair of the Editorial Board for the Hereford Diocese’s NEWSpaper 
which, as Evangelism Co-Ordinator (Missioner) he was instrumental 
in establishing in 1997. Graham, who enjoys sailing and brewing his 
own beer, has recovered from cancer and is a trustee of the Breast 
Cancer Haven, a charity that helps people through the physical and 
emotional trauma of the disease. With his new responsibilities he 
will be stepping down from this role.      
   Graham says: “I am very excited about getting my teeth into the 
role of Bishop’s Chaplain. I’m looking forward to supporting Bishop 
John behind the scenes in his mission and ministry in the Diocese.”
   Graham has taken over from the Revd Dr Amanda Bloor as 
Bishop John’s Chaplain. Bishop John says: “I’m hugely grateful to 
Amanda for her hard work and support as my chaplain over the 
past six years. I am delighted that we are not losing her and that 
she has moved to join our vocations team. I am looking forward to 
welcoming Graham onto my team and working closely with him to 
support parishes in the Diocese.”
   Graham will be working part-time because Bishop John has 
reorganised the work traditionally undertaken by a chaplain. At the 
same time, Sarah Meyrick will be working part-time as Strategic 
Adviser to the Bishop of Oxford, in addition to her current role as 
Director of Communications. Sarah will be helping Bishop John 
in his outward-facing work in education, the House of Lords, the 
House of Bishops and other strategic areas.
Photo by KT Bruce. 

Does your church have friends? 
DOES your church have a Friends 
Scheme? More than 140 people 
from 128 churches across the 
diocese attended a programme of 
workshops on developing Friends 
Schemes this summer. The work-
shops follow on from last year’s  
Legacy Giving programe and 
were a response to the number of 
recent queries on the subject from 
parishes.

“The principal purpose of a 
Friends Scheme is to make friends 
and support friendship with those 
across your community and from 
further afield who might share 
an interest in your church,” said 
Robin Brunner-Ellis, Christian 
Giving and Funding Adviser. 

“By developing and maintaining 
positive links with these friends 
you can hope to grow a support 

base in addition to your regular 
worshippers.”

He continued: “Your friends 
are those for whom your church 
building and churchyard have 
some meaning.  A Friends Scheme 
is designed to provide activities 
and communications that sustain 
and develop that meaning for 
them.  By developing a Friends 
programme you are providing 
opportunities to build social fel-
lowship.  

“If undertaken with the 
Kingdom values of community, 
fellowship and care this network 
of support will happily grow to 
support your PCC in its task of 
maintaining and developing your 
church building.  Our churches 
represent a vital community 
resource, especially in parishes 

where local schools, shops and 
pubs are closing.”

The workshops allowed people 
to come together to share good 
practice and hear from churches 
with existing Friends Schemes.  

Robin was very encouraged by 
the feedback and will be running 
more workshops this autumn. 
“We had comments from par-
ticipants such as ‘great stuff’ and 
‘such an enjoyable and instruc-
tive workshop that gave us a very 
useful tool to start looking at how 
and what we could be doing’,” he 
said.

For a resource booklet contact 
Robin (robin.brunner-ellis@
oxford.anglican.org ) or to book 
on a workshop contact Melanie 
Hawgood on (01865) 208 252 or 
mission@oxford.anglican.org.

Rest a while at Bucks County Show

UP to 950 drinks were served up 
by Christians from the Buck-
ingham Deanery at the Bucks 
County Show in August.  
The strapline was “Rest a While” 

and volunteers enjoyed giving 
members of the public the chance 
to relax with tea, coffee or orange 
juice and cake at the busy annual 
event. 

Parachute games during the annual free summer barbecue at St Barnabas 
Church, Reading. Photo: St Barnabas, Reading.

Spirits high despite rain
THE Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, 
Bishop of Dorchester and Basil 
Eastwood, Chairman of the 
Oxfordshire Historic Churches 
Trust,  cycled from Streatley to 
Henley on 14 September as part 
of the OHCT’s annual spon-
sored Ride and Stride. 

On arrival in Henley Bishop 
Colin said: “We have had a re-
ally good day, despite a bit of 
drizzle and some fairly steep 
hills. We only managed to 
visit eleven churches, but it has 
been wonderful to see all the 
work that has been done with 
OHCT’s support, to meet the 
teams working together in each 
of the parishes along the way 
and to talk to other enthusiastic 
participants in the event.”

The Ride and Stride raises 
money to help maintain 
Oxfordshire’s churches of all 
denominations and keep them 
fit for purpose. Each year some 
800 people take part. They visit 
as many churches as they can, 
travelling by cycle, on foot or 
on horseback and raise over 
£100,000 for OHCT and the 

churches from which they come. 
The results for this year’s event 
will not be available for some 
weeks. 

In Berkshire and Bucking-
hamshire similar rides and 
strides were taking place as 
people opted to cycle, walk or 
ride horses around churches 
to raise money for the historic 
churches trusts in their own 
counties. The Rt Revd Alan 
Wilson, Bishop of Buckingham, 
finished his ride and stride at 
St Peter and St Paul’s, Bucking-
ham, with the recently retired 
High Sheriff Carolyn Cumming. 

Symbolising Water

THE new font bowl at Yarnton 
Church celebrates the way water 
symbolises our spiritual life. 

The font cover has been moved 
so it can no longer be used as an 
extra table for hymn books and 
notice sheets. The Revd Nathan 
Jarvis says: “We all know that 
we rely on water. Nothing would 
grow without it. Life would be 
barren and dry. It is the same 
with our spiritual life. We use 
water a lot in church. We use it 
liturgically, practically, and sym-
bolically. 

“We ask the Holy Spirit to come 
and bless it as we prepare to 
baptise a child, and we remember 
our own baptisms several times a 
year by being sprinkled with it in 
the morning service.”  

The church commissioned 
potter Andrew Hazelden to make 
the font bowl. Nathan said: “We 
knew instantly that he was the 
right person for the job. As an 
iconographer ‘writes’ an icon, so 
Andrew prays through whatever 
he is creating. We think the result 
is wonderful. 

“The font is one of the first 
things you see when entering 
our beautiful ancient church. 
This is no coincidence. Water 
is the beginning of our journey 
with Christ. Come and see it for 
yourselves, stop and ponder the 
Living Waters. Be refreshed and 
renewed.” 
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Hitting the road for a 300km walking adventure. 

by Will Liebrecht

A pilgrimage is far more than a 
physical undertaking. It demands 
a willingness to welcome new 
encounters and a readiness to 
overcome difficulties that you 
find along your way. 

In July this year, my brother 
Ed and I completed a 300km 
walk along the Pilgrim’s Way in 
Northwest Spain to raise money 
for the Tsogo Centre in Mabatho; 
Deddington Church’s sister com-
munity in South Africa. 

This has long been a project of 
the church and village commu-
nity, and is an ongoing effort to 
help those affected and infected 
by HIV/AIDS. The money we 
raised will go towards this en-
deavour in the near future, where 
it will be put to good use over the 
next few months. Our journey 
was inspired by the Tsogo pro-
ject, which gave us a great incen-
tive to keep pressing on, even 
when the going was tough. 

The Camino itself was an 

incredible experience for us and 
so many others, with whom we 
shared the journey, and as the 
road descended towards Santiago 
de Compostela, we felt surround-
ed by lifelong friends. 

People from all over the world 
are thrown together on the road, 
which makes for a fantastically 
diverse community, all sharing 
in their unique aim of reaching 
the burial place of St James. Thus 
we were unsurprised to be in 
the company of an Australian, a 
German and an American as the 
end drew near and we all went 
our separate ways. It is an experi-
ence which I would recommend 
very highly to anyone, young or 
old, and which will bring with it 
memories not of tiredness and 
blisters so much as of shared 
stories, miraculous encounters 
and lasting friendships. 

Will is 18 and is about to go to 
university. Ed is 16 and is a Sixth 
Form student. The brothers are 
both members of Deddington 
Church. 

Café Theologique
Café Theologique in Reading will 
be a place where, for the price of 
a glass of beer or a cup of coffee, 
anyone can come to explore some 
of the latest big ideas in theology. 
   Simply turn up to the venue, or-
der a drink and maybe some food 
and listen to a 40 minute talk, 
beginning at 7.30pm, followed 
by a break for more refreshments 
and then questions. 

The first one will be a joint ven-
ture with the well-established 
Café Scientifique on Monday 14th 
October 7.30pm at Monroe’s, 61 
St. Mary’s Butts, RG1 2LG. Café 
Scientifique is a regular event, 
sponsored by Reading University.    
The speaker on the 14th October 
will be Dr Angeliki Kerasidou, 
on whether synthetic biology is 
treading on religious toes.  

Win tickets for Narnia show

IT’S been winter in Narnia for 
ever so long. Always winter and  
never Christmas, can you imag-
ine? What if there was another 
world inside an old wardrobe? A 
world under the rule of a cruel 
queen, where everyone lived in 
fear and it never stopped snow-
ing. 

Creation Theatre returns to The 
North Wall in Oxford for its third 
magical and imaginative family 
Christmas show in the year that 
will mark the 50th anniversary of 
the death of one of Oxford’s most 
famous sons, C.S. Lewis. With 
live music, comedy and plenty of 

1940s charm, Mr Tumnus and 
Mr and Mrs Beaver can’t wait to 
meet you there. 

And the Door has a family ticket 
for two adults and two children 
to see the show between Friday 6 
and Sunday 15 December. For the 
chance to win simply answer the 
following question:

What is the name of the 
famous lion in The Lion, the 
Witch and the Wardrobe? 

Send your answers to Narnia 
Competition, The Door, Diocesan 
Church House, Oxford, OX2 0NB. 
The deadline for entries is Friday, 
11 October.

‘Oh we do like to be beside the seaside’

THE Revd Miri Keen of St Mary’s 
Church, North Leigh and Claire 
Morgan (Headteacher) of North 
Leigh CE Primary School organ-
ised a coach trip, for young and 
old, to Bournemouth on Saturday 
14th September.

Miri has recently taken on 
responsibilities as a Community 

Link Worker within the village 
community, and this was an 
opportunity to bring together 
people from the church and the 
school.

Miri said: “The sun shone on us, 
and everyone enjoyed a fantastic 
day beside the seaside. A rented 
beach hut was our focal point, 

so everyone could come and go 
enjoying the beach, pier and glori-
ous gardens.

“At the end of the day, we gath-
ered at St. Peter’s Church in the 
town centre. We were warmly wel-
comed by The Revd Dr. Ian Terry 
and his team, and ate a splendid 
home-baked tea.”

Food Matters Harvest resource
AS we prepare to celebrate Harvest Festival our 
Food Matters team have produced a resource filled 
with information and worship material relevant to 
the season.
   From a reflection on the challenges and joys that 

local farmers face, to a discussion on foodbanks 
and food poverty, to prayers for local and global 
harvests, the resource takes a fresh look the annual 
Harvest Festival.   
   The new booklet is available from the Oxford 
Diocese on ww.foodmatters.org.uk/resources or by 
calling 01865 208214.
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www.realadvent.co.uk/shop

A NEW WAY TO SHARE
THE CHRISTMAS STORY 

Charity donation 

The Real Advent Calendar is a great way to share 
the real meaning of Christmas. 

There’s a line of the Christmas story and  a 
chocolate star behind each window. Behind the 
final window is a 24-page Christmas storybook.

A charitable donation is made to The Children’s 
Society and it’s Fairtrade. 

THE ONLY CHARITY ADVENT CALENDAR 
WITH A FREE CHRISTMAS STORYBOOK

It might be difficult to believe but recent 
surveys show that knowledge of the 
Christmas story is fading.

Among 5-7 year olds, 36% don’t know 
whose birthday we celebrate at 
Christmas and 72% don’t know Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem.  Among adults less 
than 12% know the full nativity story and 
51% say that the birth of Jesus is 
irrelevant to their Christmas.  This is a 
tipping point.

The Christmas Starts with Christ campaign 
hopes to reverse the trend by telling the 
Christmas story in new ways.

To support the campaign we have produced 
The  Real Advent Calendar. The Real Advent 
Calendar is a new and fun way to share the 
Christmas story.  Tesco have put the Christmas 
story at the centre of their range this year by 
stocking it. We hope you will buy one. 

You can read more at www.realadvent.co.uk 

*survey findings from ComRes 2007, 2010, 2012, Children’s 
Society 2010

Christmas Starts with Christ campaign

Tesco is the only supermarket that will be 
stocking The Real Advent Calendar this year 
as it has ordered enough to offer a national 
church in-store collect and home delivery 
service. It has supplies in most stores. See 
below on how to get yours.

Tesco - individuals
From 7th October, individuals can pop in to 
virtually all Tesco stores and pick up smaller 
quantities, but supplies are limited. You can 
also order online for home delivery. See 
www.realadvent.co.uk/shop

Tesco - church, school bulk order
When you are ready to make a bulk order 
give your local Tesco a call to reserve your 
supply and pick up your calendars from the 
store or use itshome delivery service. To find 
your local Tesco phone number calling 0800 
505 555 and give your postcode or visit 
www.realadvent.co.uk/shop

Order by 7th November

From 2nd September, churches with a 
Traidcraft rep can order through them or 
individuals can arrange for home delivery 
by calling 0845 330 8900 or online at 
www.realadvent.co.uk/shop

Independent shops
Select independent retailers, Christian 
bookshops and some Cathedral resource 
centres also have limited supplies. Details 
can be seen on our Google map hunter at 
www.realadvent.co.uk/shop  

HOW TO 
BUY...
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K
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by Andrew Gear

Peter Shaw, before setting up an 
international coaching organi-
sation, was a former Director 
General for the UK Government.  

He is also a Licensed Lay Minister in the 
Guildford Diocese. If you read books on 
leadership, you may already have come 
across one of the 16 books he has already 
written, including the Grove booklet, Mir-
roring Jesus as Leader’(2004) or The Four V’s 
of Leadership, vision, values, value-added and 
vitality (2006).

The Emerging Leader, co-authored with 
his son Colin who has a background in in-
ternational sport and management consul-
tancy, takes us right back to the beginning 
when someone first finds themselves in a 
position of responsibility.  This book isn’t 
written specifically for church leadership 
contexts and seeks to hold on to general 
principles which would be true to both 
commercial and voluntary organisations.  
This is both its strength and its weakness 
in that it seeks to satisfy both disciplines, 
with the associated compromises this ap-
proach requires.

  Through the book’s eight sections you 
are led from the very early stages of taking 
up your new role, establishing yourself 
as leader and then how you embed your 
learning and keep developing.

The real strength of this book is its focus 
on the individual reflecting on learning 
and context and being real with them-
selves.  It encourages the celebration of  
strengths but chapters such as ‘live with 
your wobbles’, ‘be conscious of your fears’, 
and ‘be ready to laugh at yourself ’ ask hard 
questions of the reader in the search for 
greater self-awareness.  

You don’t have to read it from cover to 
cover, you are encouraged to go to those 
sections which are most helpful to you at 
the time and it is the questions at the end 

of each chapter which will take you back to 
this book on a regular basis, whether you 
are new to leadership or highly experi-
enced.

When ‘shaping confident collaborative 
leadership’ has never been more important 
for the future mission of the Church, our 
challenge is in the discerning and nurtur-
ing of emerging leaders, of all ages.  If you 
are brave enough to volunteer in a church, 
we do have a tendency to throw people 
in at the deep end with little support, 
training or supervision which usually isn’t 
helpful to anyone.  You could just read this 
book on your own, but I think the poten-
tial of The Emerging Leader is as a resource 
for clergy or other mentors to use with 
individuals, or small groups.  It could form 
the basis of a training and development 
course and could be used over a one or two 
year period.  I think it could be particularly 
useful for those parishes who appoint a 
relatively inexperienced paid minister in, 
for example, children’s, family or youth 
work.

Andrew Gear is the Parish Develop-
ment Adviser for the Buckingham Arch-
deaconry and a member of the Diocesan 
team delivering the Developing Servant 
Leadership programme for clergy.

The Emerging Leader: Stepping up 
in Leadership 
Peter Shaw and Colin Shaw
Canterbury Press 2013 £12.99

by Joan van Emden

Few habits are as deeply-en-
grained in Christians as that of 
opening the New Testament to 
find Matthew, Mark, Luke and 

John and the rest in the accepted order. 
Marcus Borg has done us all a great service 
by making us look at the New Testament 
in a new way: using the familiar NRSV 
text, the books are presented in the order 
in which they were written, as closely as 
modern scholarship allows.   

Our reading is transformed. In a short 
but immensely compelling chapter, 
Professor Borg clarifies early Christian 

oral tradition and gives us insight into 
its context: by 60CE, there were perhaps 
2,000 followers of Jesus, half in the Jewish 
homeland and half in other areas of the 
Roman empire. An average community 
might have been about 50 people, among 
whom traditions about Jesus were used in 
recruitment, instruction and devotion, and 
(a typical Borg comment) because people 
enjoyed talking about Him. 

Borg rejects all the modern overtones of 
the word ‘church’, and refers to these early 
groups of Christians, very attractively, 
as ‘Christ-communities’.This style, both 
scholarly and approachable, is maintained 
in the brief introduction to each book. 
The first, 1 Thessalonians (c.50CE), im-
mediately addresses the issue of Biblical 
interpretation: Borg looks at different 
traditions and then makes his position 
clear, that these documents ‘tell us what 
formative figures in early Christianity said 
in their time and place’ [my italics]. This is, 
of course, particularly true of Paul, whose 
seven letters are the first books of this 
chronological NT - and thus well separated 

from later letters ascribed to him but of 
unknown authorship. St Mark (the first 
Gospel) follows at about 70CE, giving it a 
clear context in the Jewish revolt and the 
destruction of Jerusalem; Borg describes it 
as a ‘wartime Gospel’.

This organisation of Biblical material 
allows us to make useful connections. Mat-
thew’s Gospel and the (anonymous) He-
brews are about the same date, late 80s or 
possibly early 90s, and so are neighbours 
in the text. The discussion of the growing 
conflict between Christian Jews and non-
Christian Jews in the introduction to Mat-
thew can thus be linked historically with 
the subversion of the rôle of the Temple in 
Hebrews, each amplifying the other. 

Borg’s scholarship allows him to make 
indirect reference to contemporary issues. 
In his introduction to John’s Gospel (c. 
90CE), he describes how the ‘wisdom of 
God’ and the ‘word of God’ were used 
interchangeably in Judaism, adding that 
if John had chosen ‘wisdom’ rather than 
‘word’ in the powerful first verses of the 

Gospel, all the pronouns would have been 
feminine. No comment necessary!  

The biggest shock in this rearranged NT 
is Luke/Acts, now dated in the early years 
of the second century. Borg admits that 
this is not as widely accepted as most of 
his other new dating, and his arguments in 
its favour are perhaps not totally convinc-
ing, but his assertion that the parting 
of the ways between Judaism and early 
Christianity was by then well under way 
does reinforce the emphasis in both books 
on the inclusion of Gentiles.  

The gradual ‘institutionalization’ of the 
early Church comes in its correct historical 
place, in the non-Pauline letters at the end 
of this NT (1 Timothy is dated between 
110 and 120CE), and indeed one of the 
joys of reading this brilliant book is to 
see so clearly how the faith expanded and 
developed over its first 100 or so years and 
to be excited by the story all over again.  
Joan van Emden a pastoral assistant at 
Christ Church, Reading. 

Evolution of the 
Word: The New Tes-
tament in the order 
the books were 
written
Marcus J Borg
HarperOne 2012 
£12.86

by Charles Hampton

Francis Spufford’s ‘Unapologetic’ 
has caused a stir since it came 
out at the end of last year. If you 
haven’t encountered it yet, don’t 

delay! It is the best contemporary account 
of the relevance of Christian faith you are 
likely to read. 

A feature writer and husband of an 
Anglican priest, Spufford tapped out the 
book while ‘nursing black Americanos at 
the corner table by the window in Costa 
Coffee’. Fiercely and intelligently argued, 
it has a freshness and zing about it that 
speaks straight from a well-educated and 
thoughtful heart: and he prays too.  

“Christianity can 
still make surprising 
emotional sense.”
Within its own carefully drawn terms, it 

is an effective answer to Dawkins, Hitch-
ens, Grayling et al. and aimed at a similar 
readership.  Spufford knocks the stuffing 
out of the new atheism’s bland disregard 
of what he calls ‘the human propensity to 
f- things up’ (sin to you and me). 

Of John Lennon’s song Imagine, for 
example, he writes – ‘the mouthy Scouse 
git didn’t go away just because he put on a 
white suit. Peace within is made difficult by 
the way we tend to have an actual emo-
tional life going on, rather than an empty 
space with a shaft of dusty sunlight in it.’ 

Spufford’s stories appeal to senses and 
feelings – I treasure his account of being 
lifted out of a marital sulk by Mozart, 
or Bernard Montgomery telephoning a 
friend in distress, saying, ‘I’ve got to meet 
God and explain all those men killed at 

Alamein.’ But it is his psychology –  pithy, 
existential and let off the cautious academ-
ic leash,  that makes this a must-read. His 
long subtitle reads  ‘Why, despite every-
thing, Christianity can still make surpris-
ing emotional sense.’ 

He builds a defence of religious practice 
upon the simple premise that it is good 
for you. It is realistic about the threats of 
suffering and wickedness, it helps you to 
cope with setbacks and it makes it easier to 
recover dignity and equipoise when you’ve 
been a fool. Along the way, he discusses 
proof of the existence of God (a preten-
tiously omniscient endeavour so don’t 
even try), the future of earth, the quiet 
and attractive figure of Yeshua, the place 
of shame in reconciling and dividing us, 
and the history of the Church, which he 
rechristens The International League of 
the Guilty. 

A new set text for the Alpha course? I’d 
love to think so.

Charles Hampton is a pastoral psy-
chologist from Cowley, Oxford. 

Unapologetic
Francis Spufford
Faber and Faber: £8.99
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Public Lectures  
Trinity Term 2012 

 

5.00 pm 
Regent’s Park College 

 

 

Religion, Law and International Relations Programme, in association with 
 

The Oxford Society for Law and Religion 
The Oxford Centre for the Study of Religion in Public Life 

Bristol Centre for the Study of Law and Religion 
Brunel Law and Religion Research Group 

FORBFocus 
 

Law, Religion and Liberty: Legal and Theological Perspectives 

24 April Against Human Rights 
Professor John Milbank, Professor in Religion, Politics and Ethics, University of Nottingham 

 
1 May  Religious Liberty from Trent to Vatican II 

Professor Thomas Pink, Professor of Philosophy, King’s College, London 
 
8 May  Faith on Fire: God and the Sam Sharpe Revolt 

Dr Delroy Reid Salmon, Visiting Fellow OCCC, Regent’s Park College 
 
15 May Law and Gospel: On the Duty to Order the World 
  Dr Esther Reed, Head of Theology and Religion, University of Exeter 
 
22 May Law, Religion & Public Reasoning 
  Dr Jonathan Chaplin, Director, Kirby Laing Institute for Christian Ethics, Cambridge 
 
29 May Numbers and Lines: Metaphysics and the problem of international order 

Dr Catherine Pickstock, Reader in Philosophy and Theology and Fellow of Emmanuel 
College, University of Cambridge 

 
Thursday 7 June Canon Law as an International Legal Framework for a Global Church 

Dr Robert Ombres OP, Lecturer in Canon Law, Blackfriars, Oxford and Former Procurator 
General of the Dominican Order 

 
12 June Two Way Translation: A Test Case for Religious Intervention in Public Life 

Professor Jeremy Waldron, Chichele Professor of Social and Political Theory and  
Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford 
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Dr Delroy Reid Salmon, Visiting Fellow OCCC, Regent’s Park College 
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22 May Law, Religion & Public Reasoning 
  Dr Jonathan Chaplin, Director, Kirby Laing Institute for Christian Ethics, Cambridge 
 
29 May Numbers and Lines: Metaphysics and the problem of international order 

Dr Catherine Pickstock, Reader in Philosophy and Theology and Fellow of Emmanuel 
College, University of Cambridge 

 
Thursday 7 June Canon Law as an International Legal Framework for a Global Church 
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General of the Dominican Order 

 
12 June Two Way Translation: A Test Case for Religious Intervention in Public Life 

Professor Jeremy Waldron, Chichele Professor of Social and Political Theory and  
Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford 

Public Lectures 
Michaelmas Term 2013

The David Nicholls Memorial Lecture 2013 
N.B. Thursday ‘Is This What You Call Free?’ The Caribbean after Slavery
17 October  Professor Gad Heuman (University of Warwick)

Truth and Uncertainty
(Conveners: Dr Peter Colyer and Prof Michael Marsh)

22 October The Philosophical Search for Truth 
  Professor John Cottingham 
  (University of Reading & St John’s College, Oxford)

29 October The Discovery of Scientifi c Truth
  Professor John Stein (Magdalen College, Oxford)

5 November Mathematical Truths
  Professor John Roe (State University of Pennsylvania, 
  and lately Fellow Jesus College, Oxford)

12 November Truth and Uncertainty in Religious Belief
  The Rev’d Dr Andrew Moore (Regent’s Park College, Oxford)

19 November Politics and ‘Economy with the Truth’
  Mr Kevin Marsh (Formerly BBC Executive Editor)

26 November ‘Rarely pure and never simple’: Truth in the Visual Arts
  Dr Bill Prosser (Regent’s Park College, Oxford)

3 December The Good, the Right and the Beautiful: 
  The Shape of Christian Moral Reasoning 
  Dr Joshua Hordern (Harris Manchester College, Oxford)

Free cleft surgery which takes as little as 45 minutes
and costs as little as £150, can give desperate
children not just a new smile – but a new life.

£150 towards surgery for 
one child
£75 could cover half the
cost of one surgery  

N13091U111HDX2U

These details, including your email address / telephone number, may be used to keep you informed
about our future developments. If you do not want to receive such information please tick this box

Use Gift Aid to increase your donation by 25%
■ YES! I would like Smile Train to claim Gift Aid on any donations I have made within the last 4 tax years (6 April to 5 April)
and on all donations I make in the future until further notice. I confirm that I have paid or will pay at least as much UK Income tax
and/or Capital Gains tax for each tax year as Smile Train UK and all other charities and Community Amateur Sports Clubs
(CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council 
tax do not qualify. I understand that the charity will reclaim 25p of tax for every £1 that I have given/will give.

■ NO, I am not a UK taxpayer.

Send this coupon with your donation to:

The Smile Train UK,
PO Box 909,
Northampton NN3 0BF

Mr/Mrs/Ms 

Address 

Postcode 

Email

Telephone 

Charge my gift to my: ■ Visa   ■ MasterCard   ■ Maestro  

Card No. 

Valid From Exp. Date Issue No. 

Signature 

■ My cheque is enclosed, made payable to 
The Smile Train UK

I want to give a child a second chance at life.

Donate online: www.smiletrain.org.uk   Call: 0300 303 9630
Registered Charity No. 1114748    Registered Company No. 05738962    © 2013 The Smile Train UK

£30 towards an overnight
hospital stay
£ We’ll gratefully
accept any amount

Heal a child who is praying
for someone like you
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Exploring churches
by Jo Duckles

Did you know that All Saints 
Shorthampton is well known 
for its medieval wall paintings 
dating from the early 15th 

century? Or that All Saints Spelsbury is the 
burial place of John Wilmot, Earl of Roch-
ester, the dissolute restoration poet? 

And the tower of All Saints, Churchill is a 
two thirds scale copy of Magdalen College 
tower in Oxford. The first church on the 
site of St Kenelm’s, Enstone, dates from 
850 AD and was founded soon after the 
murder of an Anglo Saxon child king.

These are just a few nuggets of informa-
tion in a new publication that gives a brief 
overview of each of the 33 churches in 
the Chipping Norton Deanery. Complete 
with a deanery map, information on local 
facilties including loos, cafès and pubs, the 
booklet is designed for tourists who are 

keen to explore this picturesque part of 
rural Oxfordshire. 

In the welcome note at the start the 
Revd Jan Fielden, Area Dean, says: “Visi-
tors to this part of the Cotswolds, whether 
you are walking on the many footpaths 
in the area, visiting by car or are local 
residents, are all welcome to visit our 
churches, not only to enjoy the buildings 
but to take time to reflect in the peace and 
stillness of these buildings.”

The booklet includes information on 
where keys for any churches that are not 
open during daylight hours can be found. 

Designed by Graham Stacey, who cre-
ated the templates for the lastest redesign 
of the Door  the publication opens with 
prayers visitors may like to use when they 
are inside the churches. It can be found in 
all of the churches in the Chipping Norton 
deanery. 

Feature
Around the Deaneries: Chipping Norton

Area Dean: the Revd Jan Fielden
Lay Chair: Amanda Gafford
Parishes: 26
Churches: 32
Benefices: 6
Clergy: 13

Hope Street
by Graham Stacey. 

HOPE Street is a family congrega-
tion that runs on the first Sunday 
of every month from Wychwood CE 
Primary School. 

 The Anglican church and Wych-
wood Bapist church started last 
February by inviting children, with 
a parent or grandparent, to a week 
of song, games, story and craft. 
The week included a parenting slot 
where mums and dads could sit 
together with drinks and biscuits 
and talk about the pressures they 
faced. This was led by the Revd Kate 
Stacey. 

The event was run by the Revd 
Graham Stacey, from the Anglican  
church and John Witts, the Baptist minister during 
half term. The week saw 85 people altogether, with 
many having such a good time they stayed for more 
than they originally pre-registered for. The week was 
followed up with a similar event at Easter when 120 

people gathered to hear the Good Friday story, ready 
to go to church on Sunday to hear how it ended. 

The next family congregation event starts at 4pm 
on October 6 and will finish with a sandwich tea. 

Sharing expertise
CHURCH wardens’ evenings give these essential volunteers from 
the Chipping Norton Deanery the chance to get together and share 
good practice, get informal training and generally support each 
other. 
   The evenings take place three times a year. James Walsmsley, a 
church warden from St Mary’s, Shipton-under-Wychwhood, said:  
“One of the key benefits of the church wardens’ meetings is that 
we get to know one another and are able to share information 
about our experiences in our own parishes. Individuals find that 
what they thought were unique problems are often similar to those 
experienced  by others in different churches.
   “A good example was the churchwardens ‘ meeting which covered 
fundraising. Many examples were given of the numerous ways that 
different churches had raised funds. This provided new ideas for 
many attending and a knowledge of how successful certain events 
had proved. 
   “Conversely others were able to say that some things had been 
tried and did not work well. Thus, much time and effort could be 
avoided by not reinventing the wheel again.”

Chastleton Teas raise funds for churches 
THE Jacobean Chastleton House was built between 
1607 and 1612 by a prosperous wool merchant. Now 
a National Trust property, the website describes it 
as ‘unspoilt, with no shop or tea-room’. 
   So visitors are encouraged to head next door, to 
St Mary’s Church, where volunteers put on a café 
service with tea and cake for visitors, raising up to 
£300 on a busy day. The Revd Andrew Keith, vicar 
of Chastleton, said: “There are five villages in this 
parish and the teas have been an important source 
of income in our village. 

“We have churches that are very small. When 
there have been afternoons that the churches 
weren’t able to cover other charities have paid £20 
to us to allow them to run the teas, to use the equip-
ment and so on.” 

Jeremy Evans, Church Warden of St Denys 
Church, Little Compton, has been running teas at 
Chastleton on Fridays for 13 years. He said: “We 
have had a lot of fun and the others pull my leg 
enormously about a man doing the washing up. It’s 
always a happy occasion and the people are always 
very grateful to us.“ 

He said the funds made from the teas had helped 
fund £1,000 worth of work replacing their floor with 
tiles and repairing the church tower at the Grade 2 
listed St Denys’s.

CHILDREN from the Chase Benefice visit Chadlington for Messy 
Church. The bi monthly event includes craft activities and a short act of 
worship. The Revd Mark Abrey said: “It’s been really quite popular and 
enabled us to make contact with young families who otherwise we don’t 
see.  It’s something we really want to develop and take forward.” Up to 
30 children attend the event where they might learn a song and do fun 
activities, talk about the story for the day, for example Jesus going out 
to find the lost sheep. “Messy Church works on different levels because 
you engage the parents and find out where they are at too,” said Mark. 

Making a mess in Chadlington



There is none like you, O Lord, 
and there is no God besides you, 
according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 

1Ch 17:20 (ESV)
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“When you become blind, you 
can easily become isolated, 
and people forget about you.  
But receiving the Door helps 
me feel connected with the 
rest of the world.”
   This comment, and others 
like it, are part of what makes 
it so enjoyable to meet every 
month at the Radio Cherwell 
studio to read and record the 
Door.
   It was just two years ago that 
a small number of volunteers, 
specially recruited for the 
purpose, met to audition for 
reading the Door aloud for 
blind and partially sighted 
listeners.  The project took 
some time to get off the 
ground, as we had to learn all 
about recording and editing, 
sourcing postal wallets and 
engraved memory sticks, and 
the mysteries of the free postal 
service for Articles for the 
Blind.  
   We were helped enormously 

with all this by Oxtalk, who 
also record their talking news 
at Radio Cherwell, and by Neil 
Stockton, the Chair of the 
hospital radio service, who has 
given very generously of his 
time and expertise.
   The group of volunteers 
has grown in number, and in 
confidence, and three people 
have trained themselves 
up in the technical side of 
the project.  The number of 
listeners has also grown, and 
more than doubled since we 
started.
   Now that the service runs like 
a well-oiled machine, we are 
delighted with the comments 
of our listeners from our recent 
survey.  One person says:
“It gives me a broader idea 
of what’s going on across the 
diocese”  Another says:  “I like 
to talk about the news from the 
Door with other volunteers and 
with visitors when I ‘church sit’ 
at my parish church.”  

   This is just one of the ways 
that we can ensure that blind 
people can still participate 
in church life.  Many blind or 
partially sighted people are 
offered lifts to church; most 
parishes will have copies of 
large-print orders of services, 
notice sheets and hymn 
books (all should!) and many 
churches will print out the 

hymns for each Sunday in 
very large print, for particular 
parishioners who they know 
will benefit from this.
   If you would like to receive 
the Door on memory stick, or 
know someone who would 
– or if you would like to 
volunteer as a reader – please 
contact: 01865 208225.

The audio Door

“The Church cannot exemplify the full humanity revealed in Christ, bear witness to the interdependence of humankind, 
or achieve unity in diversity if it continues to acquiesce in the social isolation of disabled persons and to deny them full 
participation in its life,” Breaking Barriers, Nairobi 1975. 
    That statement is from the Fifth Assembly of the World Council of Churches. It may be 38 years old, but it still 
applies today and was quoted in Welcome, Inclusion, Respect, a report that highlights how the Oxford Diocese is 
helping people with disabilities access its churches. The Door takes a practical look at what is being done. 

by Neil Warwick

In February 2013, the Diocese held 
a workshop at St Nicolas Earley to 
raise the awareness and sensitivity 
of our leaders to people living with a 

disability and how our church is open or not 
to all people.

Team leaders, wardens, PCC members and 
clergy all attended. At the end of the work-
shop we were moved emotionally, informed 
and felt we had understood a little of what it 
is like to live with a disability.  

We wanted something that addressed 
our hearts and minds, something that was 
beyond legislation, access ramps and hear-
ing loops as these things are critical and yet 
should be a given these days. 

We heard personal stories from people 
living with disability or alongside a disabled 
person. Jan told us what it was like being a 
mother with two children who were living 
with a disability. 

“...one of the best 
and most meaningful 
experiences...”
Church had been a beautifully accepting 

place at times and a colder judgemental 
environment too.  Ann told us what it was 
like being a woman living with Asperger’s. 

She showed us what a room 
full of people looks like and 
sounds like if you’re living 
with Asperger’s. Haydon, a 
wheelchair user, enlightened 
and challenged us with his 
story of coming to see how he 
was made in the image of God 
– the struggles on the way to 
knowing that and the blessing 
of knowing that.  

The workshop helpfully 
challenged and informed our 
values, theology and practice – 
it went below the surface – and 
it is what lies beneath in our 
theology and experience that 
shapes our practice.   

We know we are a work in 
progress and must continu-
ally re-commit ourselves to be 
open to all people. I can see 
how the workshop has already 
positively influenced our 
work with young people – in the prepara-
tion and running of a weekend away. We 
also have first thoughts about enhancing 
the meaning of our worship liturgy with the 
use of images for those who find the words 
hard to interpret. Ann, who led part of the 
workshop, has also produced  a ‘sensory 
pilgrimage’ - prompting prayer and reflection 
through images and touch rather than just 

words - available to visitors. 
The workshop was one of the best and 

most meaningful experiences in my four 
years at St Nicolas. If you can host one, do 
it.

The Revd Neil Warwick is Vicar of St 
Nicolas, Earley. 

Ready to record: The audio Door production team at Radio Cherwell. 

Stories that changed us

LeadcraftLeadcraft
Stained Glass Studio

STAINED GLASS ARTISTS
AND CRAFTSMEN

Traditional leaded lights made and
repaired.

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted
and decorative glass for windows and

doors and also internal window cleaning
Ecclesiastical and Residential

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA
Tel: 0118 956 8534  
Fax: 0118 957 5865

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk
By appointment only

TAYLORS
(OF OXFORD)

AND ACCESSORIES
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 

and Robemakers
109 COWLEY ROAD
OXFORD OX4 1HU

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL

ROBEMAKERS

www.taylorsofoxford.com
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WEDNESDAY Church meets on 
the first Wednesday of each 
month at St Peter’s, Didcot, 
an easily accessible modern 
building. In 2010, several of us 
from different parishes, who 
were concerned that there are 
many people with learning 
difficulties living among us for 
whom the churches seemed to 
be making little provision, met 
at Wendy Bryant’s resource day 
‘Is there a place for me?’       
   We were particularly inspired 
by a contribution from John 
Rumble, head of a special 
school in Buckinghamshire, 
and by the work of Prospects.    
   We determined to set up 
an opportunity for disabled 
people and their carers to 
meet and worship together. 
Since March 2011, between 30 
and 40 people meet at 10am 
for a friendly craft session with 
drinks and biscuits. We go into 

church at 11 and our members 
contribute to our worship in 
many ways: lighting candles, 
ringing the bell, singing, shar-
ing matters for thanksgiving 
and prayer and helping with 
Makaton signing. Sometimes 
we include percussion, wave 
streamers or dance. Even those 
in wheelchairs can join in!  
   Afterwards we return to the 
hall to eat our picnic lunches 
and enjoy the company. We 
have been very glad to see 
friendships developing be-
tween members from different 
communities and the concern 
that they now show for each 
other. Local churches have 
supported us generously. We 
have been able to buy a data 
projector.  
   Powerpoint presentations 
showing words and pictures 
support our worship, which 
mixes the familiar and regu-

lar with the new. This year 
we were able to hire a coach 
to take us to the Cotswold 
Wildlife Park, an outing which 
was much enjoyed. Our team 
is ecumenical with different 
skills, which we value, and our 

members come from Style 
Acre, Home Farm Trust and 
other communities in the area. 
We welcome everyone and 
have many friends. 
The Wednesday Church team. 

Wednesday Church in Didcot

Access Audits - a volunteer’s story
by John Killman

In October 2009 Wendy 
Bryant contacted me ask-
ing if I had some personal 

or professional experience of 
some aspect of disability experi-
ence which I would like to use as 
a volunteer to help with access 
audits. Having previously had 
some training and experience in 
mentoring people with disabili-
ties back to work I volunteered 
with some trepidation.

I soon began to realise the 
breadth of “disabilities” that we 
consider. As well as the expect-
ed physical, visual and auditory 

aspects, the team also consid-
ers the hidden disabilities such 
as epilepsy, diabetes, arthritis, 
autism, and various conditions 
which may cause chronic pain.  
Wendy, as our team leader, 
always asks the leadership team 
of the churches we have visited 
to include people with disabili-
ties in their community in the 
consultation process and often 
on the audit team. 

My experience of these audits 
has been far from the types of 
Quality Systems and Health 
and Safety audits many of us 
have experienced in indus-
try and commerce. Although 

there is legislation to support 
improvements to disability 
access, I have found that the 
team focuses primarily on 
the scriptural reasons for this 
work; the historical desire to 
be welcoming and inclusive, to 
include the whole community in 
our worship, nurture, pastoral 
care and social life. I have found 
our access audit work has been 
about education and encourage-
ment. 

As church communities we 
often do not have the resources 
to introduce all of the improve-
ments we consider important. 
However, if each church has a 

broad and rich representation 
of its mission plan and consid-
erations for the building and 
education of the congregation, 
then each individual change can 
be more easily integrated into 
that plan. The audit is, after all, 
about people and how our build-
ings, attitudes and behaviours 
reflect our mission.

John Killman is a Deanery 
Synod representative from 
Newton Longville, near Mil-
ton Keynes. 

For more informatin see www.
oxford.anglican.org/disability or call 
Helen Keely on 01865  208214.

Val the vicar chats to Sheila and Ethel, her helper. Below is John with Mike, his helper. Photos by KT Bruce. 

FOR ALL 
CHURCH MAINTENANCE
DECORATION & ROOFING
www.churchrestorationukltd.com
enquiries@churchrestorationukltd.com

Phone Free: 0800 052 1030

E. Sargeant & Son
Funeral Directors

Family orientated funeral directors of distinction.
Serving Maidenhead, Slough, Windsor

and the surrounding areas since 1712.

Professional advice and guidance
from our caring staff.

Monumental Masonry.
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans.

For personal assistance,
24 hours, please contact:

12-13 Colonnade, High Street
MAIDENHEAD - 01628 787 738

40 Church Street
SLOUGH - 01753 520 081

61 St. Leonards Road
WINDSOR - 01753 865 982

visit our website:
www.esargeant.co.uk

Personal Tax Return Service 
for Ministers of Religion, the Self 
Employed, Individuals with Letting 
Income and Individuals with Multiple 
Incomes

Payroll and Bookkeeping also available

Angela Kendall FCCA ATT 
01380 730982
angela@kendallsreturns.co.uk

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com

Ronald Emett fine furniture

~ in harmony with tradition ~

Tel: 07795 156969   www.techtrial.co.uk 

/TechTrial /TechTrialUKLtd
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C O N T E M P O R A R Y

Craft & Design
FairPurchase direct from the

very best craftmakers
and artists in the UK

www.craftinfocus.com

Follow Us 
On Facebook
& Twitter

Wellington College

Crowthorne
25-27October
12 noon to 6pm Friday • 10am to 5pm Saturday & Sunday • Admission £4.50
Over 65’s £4.00 • Under 14’s free • signposted 4 miles from M4 J10 or M3 J3/J4
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‘The Pilgrim course is a journey 
to the heart of God and to a 
living, personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ.’
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York

A COURSE FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNEY
STEPHEN COTTRELL STEVEN CROFT ROBERT ATWELLPAULA GOODER

Find out more at www.pilgrimcourse.org

Pilgrim is a major new 
evangelism and discipleship 
course to help you travel 
through life with Jesus Christ.

Its unique approach encourages 
you to ‘learn by doing’ by practising 
the ancient disciplines of biblical 
reflection and prayer.

Pilgrim can be used at any point 
on the journey of discipleship and 
by every tradition in the Church 
of England.

 
 

 

 

Public Lectures  
Trinity Term 2012 

 

5.00 pm 
Regent’s Park College 

 

 

Religion, Law and International Relations Programme, in association with 
 

The Oxford Society for Law and Religion 
The Oxford Centre for the Study of Religion in Public Life 

Bristol Centre for the Study of Law and Religion 
Brunel Law and Religion Research Group 

FORBFocus 
 

Law, Religion and Liberty: Legal and Theological Perspectives 

24 April Against Human Rights 
Professor John Milbank, Professor in Religion, Politics and Ethics, University of Nottingham 

 
1 May  Religious Liberty from Trent to Vatican II 

Professor Thomas Pink, Professor of Philosophy, King’s College, London 
 
8 May  Faith on Fire: God and the Sam Sharpe Revolt 

Dr Delroy Reid Salmon, Visiting Fellow OCCC, Regent’s Park College 
 
15 May Law and Gospel: On the Duty to Order the World 
  Dr Esther Reed, Head of Theology and Religion, University of Exeter 
 
22 May Law, Religion & Public Reasoning 
  Dr Jonathan Chaplin, Director, Kirby Laing Institute for Christian Ethics, Cambridge 
 
29 May Numbers and Lines: Metaphysics and the problem of international order 

Dr Catherine Pickstock, Reader in Philosophy and Theology and Fellow of Emmanuel 
College, University of Cambridge 

 
Thursday 7 June Canon Law as an International Legal Framework for a Global Church 

Dr Robert Ombres OP, Lecturer in Canon Law, Blackfriars, Oxford and Former Procurator 
General of the Dominican Order 

 
12 June Two Way Translation: A Test Case for Religious Intervention in Public Life 

Professor Jeremy Waldron, Chichele Professor of Social and Political Theory and  
Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford 
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8 May  Faith on Fire: God and the Sam Sharpe Revolt 

Dr Delroy Reid Salmon, Visiting Fellow OCCC, Regent’s Park College 
 
15 May Law and Gospel: On the Duty to Order the World 
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22 May Law, Religion & Public Reasoning 
  Dr Jonathan Chaplin, Director, Kirby Laing Institute for Christian Ethics, Cambridge 
 
29 May Numbers and Lines: Metaphysics and the problem of international order 

Dr Catherine Pickstock, Reader in Philosophy and Theology and Fellow of Emmanuel 
College, University of Cambridge 

 
Thursday 7 June Canon Law as an International Legal Framework for a Global Church 

Dr Robert Ombres OP, Lecturer in Canon Law, Blackfriars, Oxford and Former Procurator 
General of the Dominican Order 

 
12 June Two Way Translation: A Test Case for Religious Intervention in Public Life 

Professor Jeremy Waldron, Chichele Professor of Social and Political Theory and  
Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford 

Symposium
DEATH AND DYING: A CHRISTIAN RESPONSE TO FALCONER

Thursday 14th November, 2013
9.00 Arrivals & Registration
9.15 Welcome and Introduction
9.30  The Theology of Death and the Hope of Resurrection
 Prof Paul Fiddes, Professor of Systematic Theology, 
 University of Oxford and Director of Research, Regent’s Park College
10.30 Living in the End Times: Attitudes towards End of Life in a Group 
 of Older People, Dr Joanna Collicut, Fellow, Harris Manchester College 
 and Lecturer in Psychology and Spirituality, Ripon College, Cuddesdon
11.30 Coff ee Break
11.45 Dying from a Life, just not a Disease – Seeking to Make 
 Sense of Suff ering
 Prof Rob George, Professor of Palliative Care, King’s College Hospital, London
12.45 Buff et Lunch
1:30 The Case for ‘Assisted Dying’: a critique
 Prof Nigel Biggar, Regius Professor of Moral and Pastoral Theology
 and Student of Christ Church, Oxford
2:30 A Christian Context for Assisted Dying
 Prof Paul Badham, Professor Emeritus of Theology, University of Wales 
 Trinity St David
3.30 Tea Break
3.45 Towards a Framework for Legalised Assisted Dying
 Prof Michael Marsh, Centre for Christianity & Culture, Regent’s Park College
4.30 Plenary Discussion
5.00 Conclusion

Cost (including lunch): £15 (concessions £10)
Please book in advance: Dr Nicholas Wood

Regent’s Park College, Oxford, OX1 2LB
email: nicholas.wood@regents.ox.ac.uk

Need a credible place to bring your 
friends to meet God? Feel like you 
are alone in your area as a Spirit-
filled Christian? We can help.

The Filling Station exists to 
help bring spiritual renewal and 
evangelism to your area. Using 
informal mid-week, monthly 
celebration meetings, we have 
seen many come to faith, healings 
occur and the Christian population 
of an area strengthened in their 
confidence & purpose. The Filling 
Station is not a new Church 
denomination, rather a group of 
Christians who want to help you 
live better. 

Don’t have a Filling Station near 
you? Contact us about starting 
your own local meeting. We 
can help you launch a relevant, 
accessible & effective meeting 
where people encounter God.

The Filling Station currently has 
meetings taking place across 
the UK, France and South Africa, 
with many more planned in new 
locations. Find out about your 
nearest meeting by visiting our 
website thefillingstation.org.uk or 
by contacting the Director;

Richard Fothergill
07835 263706 / 01225 832806

thefillingstation.org.uk

IN NEED OF FUEL?
TOP UP SPIRITUALLY AT A FILLING STATION NEAR YOU!
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Trick or Treat?

HALLOWE’EN seems to cause 
Christians to divide into the 
‘should not’s’ and the ‘it’s ok really’ 
camps. There are good reasons 
not to ‘celebrate’ spiritual dark-
ness. There are good reasons to 
engage in cultural mission. Here 
Yvonne Morris, Diocesan Chil-
dren’s Adviser explores healthy 
ways of approaching the spooky 
festival. 

In October 2011 CBBC ran a poll 
on their website for children to re-
spond to the question ‘Spooky stuff 
– ban it/ don’t ban it’. The thread on 

the conversation is closed but you can still 
view it here - http://tinyurl.com/lylg8sp and 
explore the responses with your children’s 
group, asking youngsters whether they 
think Halloween should be banned. 

Children felt it shouldn’t be banned fo 
the following reasons:

• You get to dress up
• You get sweets and money from 

trick or treating
• Banning ‘spooky stuff’ would mean 

no Scooby Doo, Sarah Jane Adven-
tures or Young Dracula

• You couldn’t tell scary stories at 
sleepovers

• It’s cool and life would be boring 
without it.

• If you ban it, people won’t believe in 
devils.

Children felt it should be banned for 
reasons including:
• Strangers come to your door
• It freaks me out
• I hate spiders
• I want to walk out of my house and 

not be frightened
• You should ban spookyness so 

ghosts can’t get into your dreams.
Did you know that there is a story about 

witches and ghosts in the Bible? (Read the 
story of Saul and the Witch of Endor in 1 
Samuel 28.) Then wonder:  

Which part of the story you found inter-
esting or liked the best.

Which part of the story you found dif-
ficult or unsettling.

Where do you see God in this story?
Where did Hallowe’en come from?

 (You can find out more ways to talk 
about ‘The Time for Death’ in Side by Side 
with God in Everyday Life.)

If you look up ‘Trick’ in a dictionary 
you discover that it’s about ‘conceal-
ing the truth’, like dressing up or hid-

ing. Other words that the thesaurus offers 
for trick are: ambush, cheat, con, conceal, 
cover, deceive, dodge, fake, fraud, hoax, 
illusion, pretend, swindle, trap. Does this 
affect your view of Trick or Treat?  

Two of the things that set God’s ways 
apart are that time and again his people 
are encouraged and instructed to be truth-
ful and honest. 

One of the things that helps make 
Hallowe’en scarier for some people is that 
it occurs in the season of autumn when 

the winter is coming and it is cold and 
dark and the dark is scary for many (all 
the time not just at Halloween). There 
is a story in the Old Testament where 
Moses experienced God in darkness – 
Exodus 20:21: ‘The people remained at 
a distance while Moses approached the 
thick darkness where God was’. That 
story goes on to say that Moses spent 
a long time in God’s presence and God 
talked with him and instructed him on 
how to lead the people.

God also promised to prepare the way 
for the Israelites to travel and to protect 
them. I wonder if the darkness is a place 
you can find and enter God’s presence.

The concept of Ghosts can be 
very frightening for children 
(and adults). The idea that an 

unknown invisible not dead but not alive 
‘spirit’ could make itself known in the 
‘real’ world causes much discomfort and 
raises many questions about life and 
death.

Throughout the centuries ghost stories 
have abounded in order to frighten or 
unsettle, but the question ‘are they real 
or are they not’ has never, for some, been 
satisfactorily answered.

There are many things in life that 
cannot be explained, proven or even 
disproved logically or by science, yet the 
Bible talks a lot about angels and spirits 
and we can suppose that God wants us 
in some way to pay attention to these 

questions. So what does that mean for us 
in relation to the issue of ‘ghosts’?

Did you know that Jesus was mistaken 
for a ghost? Read the story of Jesus walk-
ing on the water from Matthew 14: 26 to 
33. 

I wonder how this story helps you in 
your wonderings about ghosts.

I wonder how this story helps you in 
your wonderings about who Jesus is.

You could also use Veggie Tales ‘Where’s 
God when I’m Scared or The Owl who was 
Afraid of the Dark by Jill Tomlinson and 
Paul Howard, to open up conversation with 
younger children.

EATING doughnuts from strings and apple bobbing are among the activities children in fancy dress enjoy during the annual Bright 
Party at St Andrew’s Church in Oxford.  
   “We always have a Bright Party as a positive alternative to Halloween,” says Lesley Dentry, children and families worker at St 
Andrew’s. “They give parents somewhere nice to take their children to counter the nagging from children who want to go trick or 
treating. We have them in the after school slot, 4pm to 6pm, so children can invite their friends along.” Lesley works with a team 
of 15 to 20 people to organise activities for the party.  “We run other fun events through the year so it fits into a pattern.” The party 
caters from children aged up to 11, and families from the church are encouraged to get involved.

Hold a Bright Party in your church

Think about how these Bible verses help or hinder you in thinking and wondering 
about Hallowe’en and trick or treat:

“Don’t sacrifice your son or daughter. And don’t try to use any kind of magic or witch-
craft to tell fortunes or to cast spells or to talk with spirits of the dead. The Lord is dis-
gusted with anyone who does these things, and that’s why he will help you destroy the 
nations  that are in the land.” Deuteronomy 18: 10 to 12.

“I will stop you from telling fortunes and practicing witchcraft.” Micah 5: 12

“An honest person tells the truth in court, but a dishonest person tells nothing but lies.” 
Proverbs 12: 17

“Once again Jesus spoke to the people. This time he said ‘I am the light for the world! 
Follow me, and you won’t be walking in the dark. You will have the light that gives life.” 
John 18: 12

Digging deeper

Apple bobbing is a popular activity at Bright Parties.  Photo: Istock. 

This is an edited version of a resource 
produced by Yvonne Morris. The full 
version can be found here: http://www.
oxford.anglican.org/mission-ministry/
youth-children/children/trick_or_treat/
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Just a cursory glance on the World 
Wide Web will open up a whole world 
of ideas on the subject of retreats. You 
may be more than a little surprised to 
find you can have detox retreats; rural 
retreats, chic boutique hotel retreats 
and even surf goddess retreats.

It’s worth taking time, if you 
are looking for time out for a life 
affirming or life changing event 
that you check the provider before 
making a booking.

Retreats come many and varied 
from the simplest of silent retreats 
to those on a specific theme.

The Retreat Association office 

provides an information resource for 
individuals inquirers, parishes and 
other groups seeking something 
suitable and can be contacted on 
0845 456 1429. Most Diocesan 
Offices will also have contact with a 
variety of retreat providers if you are 
thinking of getting a group together.

There is much to be gained 
spiritually as well as emotionally 
by taking time out to contemplate, 
returning home refreshed and 
renewed.

This small focus contains an 
example of some of the retreats and 
events lined up in the near future.

Time  
aWaY  
To Think 
SpiriTuallY
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Diocesan RetReat House
situated in the grounds of Glastonbury abbey

w w w. abbeyHouse .oRG 

Glastonbury

Abbey House We practise and teach Christian
contemplative meditation at 
residential and day courses 

at our centre in Dorchester and at 
other retreat centres   in the UK.

We use meditative sentences to still the mind, to focus our attention 
on God, and to serve as channels through which the power 

of the Spirit can enter our hearts.
Our members also gather in local groups.  For further details please 

contact:
The Secretary, The Fellowship of Meditation

8 Prince of Wales Road, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1PW. 
Tel: (01305) 251396

E: fellowship.meditation@virgin.net
W: www.fellowshipofmeditation.org

UK Reg Charity No: 213323

The Fellowship of Meditation

a Christian-based organisation

Poole - Dorset

www.green-pastures.org

17 Burton Road, Poole, Dorset, BH13 6DT
Tel:01202 764776  Email: info@green-pastures.org

Green Pastures is an Ecumenical Centre. We are a 
Christian team, providing excellent hospitality in a 
prayerful place. Throughout the year there are led 
Quiet Days and Conferences. It is also a place for 

rest and quiet reflection.

Full Board from £50.00 pppn

Ivy House Retreat Centre

Autumn/Winter Retreats:
14-22 October: 7 day IGR. Anna 
Desch £480 
28 Oct—1 Nov: Struggling with 

Forgiveness. Rev David Self £235
22-24 Nov: Exploring Children’s 

Spirituality. Diane Craven £110 
2-6 Dec: Advent Retreat. 
Canon Peter Ball £235 
13-17 Jan 2014: John Bell Retreat

Warminster BA12 8PG • T: 01985 214824   
E: stdenys@ivyhouse.org • www.ivyhouse.org

Quiet Waters
Christian Retreat House

Is a peaceful 9 bedroom Georgian house, on 
Suffolk-Norfolk border,  set in 2 acres beside the 
river Waveney.
Available for groups of 17 or individuals. Bed only 
to full board.
House available for Self catering groups.
Enquiries:
mail@quietwaters.org.uk
www.quietwaters.org.uk
Flixton Road, 
Bungay NR35 1PD
01986 893201

ST. MARY’S CONVENT
WANTAGE

St Mary’s Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and fl exible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats.  Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays.
Theological Library may be 
available on request.

For further details please contact:
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, OX12 9DJ
Tel: 01235 763141
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk
www.csmv.co.uk
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WWW.CROSSRHYTHMS.CO.UK/DIRECT
 OR CALL 01782 251000

Thousands of 
CDs and DVDs 
at only £9.97

And thousands of CDs and DVDs 
now have FREE POSTAGE

Check out thousands of amazing books and DVDs...

Do your shopping 
in comfort 

and confidence at 
Cross Rhythms Direct.  

Music, books 
and DVDs for life...

Imagining faith 
ONE YEAR - THREE MAJOR EVENTS

Phone 01865 208251 or go to
www.oxford.anglican.org/imaginingfaith  

to find out more.

Come and take part as together we explore 
where God is leading us.

Clergy Conference:  24 - 27 March 2014 
LLM Conference: 27 - 29 June 2014 

Gathering for the whole church family:  
20 - 21 September 2014 

Who is like you, O Lord, 
among the gods? Who 
is like you, majestic in 
holiness, awesome in 
glorious deeds, doing 
wonders?

Ex 15:11
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Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132 
and home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers), currently 
has vacancies and applications 
are welcomed. 
A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 
Further information and an application form 
are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@stcrosshospital.co.uk 
www.stcrosshospital.co.uk
Registered Charity No.202751

Saturday 19 October 2013, from 2.30pm
New Road Baptist Church, Bonn Square, Oxford, OX1 1LQ

Dr. MICHAEL WARD
Author of “Planet Narnia”

IMAGINATION, REASON, WILL:  
A PERSPECTIVE ON THE LEGACY 

OF C.S. LEWIS

Arranged by the Librarians’ Christian Fellowship, 
but all welcome, not only librarians!

Details: Graham Hedges 020 8599 1310. 
E-mail secretary@librarianscf.org.uk 

SEXEY’S HOSPITAL
1638

The High Street, Bruton, Somerset, BA10 0AS

The charity is a 17th century Grade One list-
ed alms house providing single, and double 
fl ats, for independent sheltered living, and 

overseen by the Master and Matron.

We currently have 
4 vacant single fl ats 
for a modest rent, 

subsidised by the charity, which includes 
heating, lighting and council tax.

Applicants must be retired and over 60 years 
and in reasonable health since the alms 
house does not provide nursing care. 

For further information regarding qualifi cation 
for admission please contact The Master by 
letter, or by telephone: 01749 813 369 or by 

email: magisterbruton@aol.com
Charity Registration No: 1130351

 STAINED GLASS
Andrew Taylor FMGP

Contemporary artistic designs 
to suit a range of situations in 

Ecclesiastical Architecture.

 Conservation, restoration and 
repair of historic glass.

(Glasspainting courses arranged)

Tel: 01380 813878
113 High Street, Littleton 
Panell, Devises, Wiltshire 

SN10 4EU

Email: 
andrew@stainedglass.fsnet.co.uk

www.aptglasspainter.com
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BE 
SEEN
You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 

of 34,000, at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 
audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 

High Wycombe and Milton Keynes.  
We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 

newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 170,000.

To fi nd out more, contact  Glenda, Michelle,  Frankie or Steve on 

01752 225623
or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com

TD
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What’s up in education?
the Rt Revd John Pritchard

So much is changing in 
education at present it 
feels like we’re having to 
do a re-fit on an ocean 

liner while it’s still at sea. Nor-
mally you’d expect a good time in 
dry dock. Some secondary schools 
have now become academies, that 
is, independent state schools. All 
sorts of new school providers are 
now in the field and a battery of multi-academy trusts and 
collaborative trusts, clusters and partnerships have arisen 
alongside a battery of Free Schools. 

We’ve had an Ebacc, an emerging new National Curricu-
lum, changes in examinations, new Ofsted criteria, sug-
gested shorter holidays and a heap of changes in teacher 
training that have hit RE badly.

At the same time this is a period of golden opportunity 
for the Church because we have such a solid presence 
in education, with a million children in our schools and 
a quarter of the primary schools in the country having 
‘Church of England’ over the door.

I’m delighted that we have such an innovative spirit in 
our Education Team, so ably led by Anne Davey. They are 
rising to the challenge by raising their capacity with new 
appointments funded from new Service Level Agreements 
and the release of funds held from past sales of redundant 
schools.

“...we have such an innovative 
spirit in our Education Team.”
The Diocesan Department of Education has been re-

shaped and re-focused and I’m hugely encouraged by the 
new approaches being developed. One major thrust is to 
join up schools and parishes in an ever more integrated 
way so that we don’t think our church schools are ‘add-
ons’ but rather that they’re ‘core business’.

At national level I’m encouraging my fellow bishops to 
see this as a time that only comes up once in a generation 
when we can truly adapt our practice to put schools at the 
heart of our mission. This is where the children are, for 
heaven’s sake, and the parents. Let’s use this God-given 
opportunity to enable every child to have a life-enhancing 
encounter with Jesus Christ.

“The time is now, let’s take our 
children as seriously as God takes 
them.”
And of course nearly every parish or benefice has a com-

munity school or academy in it, and we should be support-
ing every school, every child and every teacher, whether 
part of the Church family or not. Education is absolutely 
basic to the health of any society. In Africa you see parents 
going hungry to make sure their children get an education. 

I would love to see every Mission Action Plan in the 
diocese having a special place for work with schools. The 
range of potential involvements is huge, from appointing 
skilled governors to running Open the Book teams, from 
running after school clubs or Messy Church to appoint-
ing a deanery schools worker, from affirming teaching 
as a Christian vocation to developing common themes 
between church and school (Christian Aid Week, Advent, 
Epiphany, Fathers’ Day and so on).

The time is now. Let’s take our children as seriously as 
God takes them.

The Rt Revd John Pritchard is the Bishop of Oxford.

Letters to the editor are very welcome 
and should be sent either by email to 
jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post 
to Letters at the Door, Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey, Oxford. OX2 0NB. 
The Editor reserves the right to edit all 
submissions.

Planting olive trees in the 
West Bank
We – three members of St Mary’s 

Iffley, Oxford  —  took part in this 
under the auspices of the local YMCA 
earlier this year in support of local 
farmers whose land and olive trees 
had been threatened. In the course 
of our nine-day stay, our group of 40 
internationals based in Bethlehem 
had four sessions planting over 1,500 
trees. (See the Door, June 2013, page 
five for a full report.)

 If appropriate, we would be de-
lighted to offer a talk about our expe-
riences to churches and other groups 
in the Diocese. We have already given 
such talks and they have been well 
received by diverse audiences. Topics 
cover the Olive Tree Planting, Kairos 
Palestine, with background on the 
Occupation, the Wall, Human Rights 
and International Law and Justice.

We invite members of churches 
and other groups to join us on future 
Olive Planting and Olive Picking trips 
in Palestine, and also the Journey 
for Justice for youth.  Planting is 
in February and harvesting in the 
autumn.  Would you like to join us in 
February next year?

We also invite individuals, churches 
and other groups to sponsor one or 
more Olive Trees — which will be 
dedicated and named for them — at 
just £14 each (Gift Aid can be applied 
to all donations as appropriate).  

Any of these would be a great way 
to encourage participation, discus-
sion, education, interaction and 

ultimately support for oppressed 
farmers in Palestine. We also propose 
to act as a helpful resource and con-
tact for information on the Olive Tree 
Campaign, local contacts and intro-
ductions to key people in Palestine for 
those thinking of joining any of the 
trips.

Stephen and Mariam    stephenjpat-

rick@gmail.com 
We already have online a web-

site/blog: http://thepalestinianolive.
com/ the Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/ThePal-
estinianOlive”

Stephen Patrick, Mariam and Jeff 
Alderson, St Mary’s, Iffley, Oxford.

An olive tree overlooking the Palestinian countryside. 

Stop the bombing in Syria
As I write (11 September), an attack 

on Syria has been postponed. This is 
a great relief; it’s surely never right to 
use one man’s violence to justify our 
own. But should we not be address-
ing the causes of the conflicts? The 
Middle East is awash with weapons 
of all kinds. Arms manufacturers pro-
vide thousands of jobs for our people. 
We can’t afford peace. We make sure 
war happens in other countries, not 
to our own people.

In the Middle East groups of people 
became neighbours for reasons of 
empire and political control, mere 
pawns in a global game. In the result-
ing bitterness we pit one side against 
another and profit by the demand for 
our lethal weapons.  Tackling this is 
far more challenging than sending 
cruise missiles. 

Voluntary organisations are already 
doing humanitarian work with the 
victims of brutality from all sides. A 

properly backed United Nations could 
make a huge difference, and if vol-
unteers dared to work there without 
military protection, the moral impact 
of such bravery would be great. This 
is not lily-livered pacifism – it needs 
far more guts, discipline and train-
ing than violent intervention. Local 
communities with different historical 
and cultural backgrounds could have 
space to mix with each other, learn to 
understand each other, be kind and 
play with each other. No-one’s life is 
made happier by resentment, bitter-
ness and revenge.

We could start winding down our 
armaments industry, re-shaping 
our economy so as not to depend on 
armaments sales, reshaping our job 
market so that welfare, education, 
health take precedence over weapons 
manufacture.

I think the Gospel demands that, 
as individuals and an international 
Christian community, we make this 
message heard, by living it and by 
urging our Christian leaders to pass 
the message to our political leaders.

The Revd David Paterson, Marston, 
Oxford. 
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ASHBOURNE 
DERBYSHIRE 

 
 

Ideal for Peak District 
Chatsworth, Alton Towers 

 Comfortable Cottage 
Sleeps 4 

Short breaks. All year 
 www.conifercottage.biz 

01727 751070

 

Travel Insurance

UK
BASED

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

 

 

Arranged for The Door readers

NEW - Annual UK cover - Great Prices
£20 OFF per policy on annual cover this month

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical cover with most 
pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, most importantly, an air 

ambulance get you home service.

BANK INSURANCE STOPPED? - CALL US FOR A QUOTE

FREE EXISTING MEDICAL CONDITIONS 
SCREENING SERVICE AVAILABLE

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~
0116 272 0500

Authorised & regulated by the FCA

LYNTON DEVON
A warm traditional welcome

awaits you at 
Kingford House 

✰✰✰✰ Silver Award 
Enjoy excellent home cuisine ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 

for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 

NOW TAKING BOOKINGS 
FOR CHIRSTMAS

SHERBORNE
Short breaks in Dorset
Elegant, spacious, 2 bed,

apartment in listed building
close to Abbey Church.

Open all year.
Please ring for brochure:

01404 841367

InsuranceHolidays at Home

Commit your 
work to the 
Lord, and 
your plans 
will be estab-
lished.

Proverbs 16 vs 3 (NRSV)

Take  
a break!

The vibrant faith of Kenyan 
Christians inspired new 
Churchmead CE School 
headteacher Chris Tomes to 
go back to church. He tells Jo 
Duckles his story.

Chris, 43, brings a wealth of 
experience as a maths teacher, 
working in Kenya and at a 
United Nations School in 

Vienna. He started last month, just weeks 
after Churchmead, in Slough,  celebrated 
its best ever rate of pupils achieving five A* 
to C grades. Chris was the headteacher of 
Wyvern College in Salisbury, a CofE tech-
nology college for boys. He oversaw the 
process of Wyvern becoming a Church of 
England school and is committed to seeing 
Church schools flourish. 
   Chris has been a teacher since he gradu-
ated in maths from Warwick University in 
1993. His CV includes a stint at the United 
Nations School in Vienna where he taught 
on the international baccalaureate. There 
he did a Masters, studying the curricu-
lum model and brought  an international 
dimension back into teaching. 
   When he joined Wyvern Chris was head 
of maths and also head of a church school 
development committee, overseeing the 
process of transforming the college into a 
Church school.

“I did get a real sense of 
Christian mission in my 
role as headteacher.”
   “That led me to become headteacher. I 

did get a real sense of Christian mission in 
my role as headteacher,” says Chris. Since 
he became head the school has seen signifi-
cant improvements. 
   Chris had been a churchgoer when he 
was a child, but it was his first job after 
university, in Kenya, that re-ignited his 
faith. “The students that we were teaching 
had such a strong faith, expressed through 
worship and prayer, it started to make me 
question things.” 

   After an Alpha course, Chris felt sure of 
his Christian faith. “Living in Kenya you 
had to rely not just on your own strength 
to get through some quite challenging 
circumstances. 
   He told a story of being involved in an 
accident when, with his then fiancée Sue, 
he was thrown out of the window of a bus. 

“The bus ended up on top of Sue. We were 
miles away from anywhere and I feared for 
the worst. It was 20 miles to the nearest 
village and we were just lifting it all up to 
God in prayer. Thanks to God everything 
fell into place at the right time. It was quite 
an experience.  “One of the things I have 
seen is how God responds. I lift the school 

up in prayer every day and every week. I 
hope people see that through me there is 
something unusual, and see something of 
God in the workplace.”

“Thanks to God 
everything fell into place 
at the right time.”
   He says he wasn’t looking for a new 

challenge, but when he saw the Church-
mead post advertised and read the Ofsted 
report he saw a school in special measures 
where he felt he could offer invaluable 
support.

“It became clear that I 
wanted to help the school 
move forward.” 
“It was a bit like stepping out of the 

boat. I felt a calling, that I have the skills 
to do something here in quite an incredible 
way. God was part of the decision making 
process. After being offered the position 
we prayed with my church and it became 
clear that I wanted to help the school move 
forward.

It has been a very positive start to the 
new term following good news from the 
schools HMI visit in July and the very en-
couraging GCSE results this summer. I am 
very grateful for the warm welcome I have 
received from all members of our school 
community and look forward to building 
on the strengths and foundations already 
established. 
   Chris is looking forward to starting at 
Churchmead School in September, affirm-
ing the good work that is already going on 
there as well as developing plans that will 
further improve the school. 
Chris is married to Sue and the couple have two 
daughters, Anna, 15 and Katie, 13. 

A sense of Christian mission: Churchmead headteacher Chris Tomes. 
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Reflection

Poet ancient and modern

By Edmund Newey

Sometimes the way you perceive 
things is changed for good.  A 
turn of phrase in a poem, a par-
ticular place that opens up a new 

depth of reality, conversations that take an 
unexpected turn.  These sorts of encounter 
shake us into a new frame of mind.  They 
compel our attention in a way that alters it 
irreversibly.

Images can do this too, pictures such as 
this one: The Lake (1951) by the Salford 
painter, L. S. Lowry.  I’m no artist, but to 
my untrained eye this doesn’t seem to be 
a terribly good painting.  I love Lowry’s 
works, but I wouldn’t argue that they could 
hold their own in the Louvre or the Tate 
Modern.  Where they score highly is in 
making us take a second look.  The evoca-
tive northern townscapes that teach us to 
look below the surface of everyday life; the 
urban parks where the stick men and wom-
en are seen in close-up, their faces masks 
of anguish or amusement, we cannot quite 
tell which.  As Jeanette Winterson has 
said, ‘Lowry was as much a mystic as Wil-
liam Blake with his “dark satanic mills”, or 
W.B. Yeats with his “foul rag and bone shop 
of the heart”.’

And then there are Lowry’s rural land-
scapes.  Like many of his fellow Lancastri-
ans, in the vacation Lowry escaped from 
the grime of the mills to breathe the fresh 
air of the Lake District.  Many experienced 
the landscape of Cumberland and West-
moreland as a sort of earthly paradise, but 
looking at the picture, I don’t think Lowry 
did.  Perhaps his journeys to the Lake-
land fells weren’t so much an escape as a 
chance to see more deeply into the reality 
of things: to discover the beauty and the 

tragedy that, if you know how and where 
to look, are found in Salford and Grasmere 
alike.  

The first warden of the Lake District 
National Park, John Wyatt, kept a won-
derful record of his experiences in a book, 
The Shining Levels.  The title describes 
his experience of seeing the lakes from 
above: luminous expanses of flatness 
spread out between the tumble of hills 
and mountains.  Even when you know the 
Lake District well, it takes a while to see 
what Wyatt’s phrase is getting at, but once 
you’ve understood it the lakes never look 
the same again.  As in Lowry’s painting, 
the lakes become shining pools, reflect-
ing earth to heaven and heaven to earth, 
rough places made smooth (Isaiah 40:4).

In the scriptures shining is a sign of 

divine grace: Moses’s face shines with the 
reflected glory of God (Exodus 34); the just 
ruler is ‘like the light of morning… shining 
from the rain on the grassy land’ (2 Samuel 
23: 4); a shining heavenly light bathes Paul 
and his companions on the road to Damas-
cus (Acts 26:13).  These transfigurations 
can happen at all times and in all places, 
but we need God’s grace and human guid-
ance to spot them.

The world is charged with the grandeur of 
God.  
It will flame out, like shining from shook foil;  
It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil  
Crushed. Why do men then now not reck his 
rod?  
Generations have trod, have trod, have trod;  
And all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared 
with toil;  

And wears man’s smudge and shares man’s 
smell: the soil  
Is bare now, nor can foot feel, being shod. 

And for all this, nature is never spent;  
There lives the dearest freshness deep down 
things;  
And though the last lights off the black West 
went  
Oh, morning, at the brown brink eastward, 
springs—  
Because the Holy Ghost over the bent  
World broods with warm breast and with ah! 
bright wings.

Gerard Manley Hopkins, ‘God’s  
Grandeur’

The Revd Canon Edmund Newey is 
Sub Dean of Christ Church Cathedral, 
Oxford. 

The Shining Levels

LS Lowry The Lake 1951 © The Lowry Collection, Salford
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By David Winter

OOn 10th October the Church 
of England commemorates 
Thomas Traherne. Unless 
you are a student of English 

literature or a poetry buff you will prob-
ably wonder who he is and why he’s there.  
The Calendar simply describes him as ‘poet 
and spiritual writer’, and that he died in 
1674. Those bare facts hardly do justice to 
a remarkable story.

Traherne was born in a village in Here-
fordshire and made his way via Grammar 
School to Brasenose College, Oxford. 
After graduating, he was ordained deacon 
and the following year became Rector of 
Credenhill in his home diocese. These were 
troubled years in England as Royalists 
and Roundheads fought for power, and in 

the confusion Traherne was not ordained 
priest until 1660, after the Restoration. 
Soon after that he was appointed chaplain 
to the Lord Keeper of the Great Seal at 
Teddington in Middlesex, where he died 
of smallpox in 1674 at the age of 38. He 
had, we now know, been a prolific writer of 
poetry and prose, but most of those writ-
ings disappeared after his death. So, for 
that matter, did Thomas Traherne, because 
although he was buried, we are told, in the 
crypt of St Mary’s Teddington, at some 
point it was filled in with concrete, so he 
has no grave. 

But for a remarkable turn of events Tra-
herne might well have been consigned to a 
mere footnote in literary history. However, 
in 1896 two volumes of his works, which 
had apparently been for many years in a 
private collection in Herefordshire, were 

discovered by chance for sale in a street 
bookshop in London. Their quality was im-
mediately evident, and also their scholarly 
spirituality - so much so that some thought 
they were lost works by Henry Vaughan. 
Research, however, identified their author 
as the hitherto forgotten man of English 
poetry, and Traherne’s works were gradu-
ally discovered, published and praised.

He is identifiably one of the metaphysical 
poets of his day, yet there is an element in 
his writing — his excitement at the glory 
and beauty of things, his inner joy and end-
less questions — that makes him sound 
very modern. It’s almost, as the Bishop of 
London said at a Traherne lecture in Lon-
don last year, as though his work was hid-
den in order to be revealed when it would 
speak most relevantly to a new audience.

It’s very hard to give a flavour of his work 
briefly — those who are interested will find 
his books in libraries and bookshops - but 
perhaps this verse (from a poem entitled 
‘Blisse’) might whet a Door reader’s ap-
petite:

All Blisse consists in this,
To do as Adam did:
And not to know those Superficial Toys
Which in the Garden once were hid.
Those little new Invented Things,
Cups, Saddles, Crowns are Childish Joys,
So Ribbons are and Rings,
Which all our Happiness destroys.
David Winter is editor of a book of 

poems about Jesus - The Poets’ Christ 
(Lion-Hudson).
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October prayer diaryAdverts

Our Bishops on Sundays 
 
SUNDAY 6: Bishop Colin Confirming candidates from Chase, Tew, 
Wortons and Charlbury. Bishop Alan Confirming in Wendover 
Deanery

SUNDAY 13:  Bishop John Confirming at St Giles Oxford and at 
Blackbird Leys. Bishop Colin Confirming at Deddington and Bishop 
Alan Confirming in the Burnham and Slough Deanery.

SUNDAY 20: Bishop Alan Confirming in the Wycombe Deanery. 

SUNDAY 27: Bishop Andrew Confirming in Reading Minster.  
British Summer Time Ends.

Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese of 
Oxford. 

“In the same way let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven.” - Matthew 5:16 

Pray to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for: 
 
 
TUESDAY 1 Amersham Deanery. Camilla 
Walton, Don Sanderson, Dorothy Potter, 
Julie Dziegiel, Tim Harper. The development 
of our Deanery mission action planning —
for fresh vision about how we can all work 
together to grow God’s mission and kingdom 
across the deanery, particularly our work on 
pastoral organisation and strategic mission. 
That we may make the best use of Gods gifts 
of skills in teaching, preaching and spiritual 
development as the body of Christ across our 
parishes. For God’s blessing upon the ministry 
of our Deanery Funeral Chaplaincy, Pastoral 
Training, Wedding Fairs and Growing Leaders 
courses. May the deanery parishes and synod 
members grow in strength, trust in one 
another and God and continue to be places of 
thoughtfulness, generosity and grace. 

WEDNESDAY 2  Amersham on the Hill. 
Diana Glover, Peter Binns, Sharon Roberts 
and Pippa Soundy. For vision as we continue 
to explore ways to connect creatively with our 
parish.  For growth in our relationships with 
pre-school nurseries and with the youth in our 
town. Board of Education Meeting.

THURSDAY 3 Amersham with Coleshill. 
Tim Harper, Caroline Symcox, Tim Barnard, 
David Robinson and Ian Morgan. For our 
continuing work combining our internal youth 
programme with that of the Chiltern Youth 
Project, which supports unchurched and 
vulnerable young people in the community 
and our work with our own Infants and 
Primary Schools, and in the local Secondary 
Schools, Amersham School and Dr Challoners’ 
boys and girls schools. For our mission as 
a Civic Church, which includes providing 
services for everyone from the High Sheriff 
through to the local ex-travellers.

FRIDAY 4 Beaconsfield Team Ministry. 
Jeremy Brooks, Narinder Tegally, Camilla 
Walton, Carolynn Croisdale-Appleby, Kevin 
Beer, Cassa Messervy, Hazel Chow and Ben 
Askew. For the outreach to over 300 children 
and young people in the summer Lighthouse 
holiday club and the strength of relationships 
of all the churches across the town who took 
part. For our ongoing relationships with 
them and their families and that many would 
be drawn into the life of the church. For the 
new discipleship course, The C Course, across 
the team and for the leaders of the small 
groups.  For the development of our vision 
for mission, for the preparations for our 
Centenary celebrations for 2014.  St Mary and 

All Saints Aided School Beaconsfield.

SATURDAY  5 Chalfont St Giles. Michael 
Baldwin, Anthony Canning-Jones, John 
Davidge, Alan Hawkins, Sylvia Morrison-
Moore, Will Noble. For the Parish during the 
vacancy and the search for a new incumbent. 
For our efforts to maintain and grow our 
church community.

MONDAY 7 Chalfont St Peter. Charles 
Overton, Wendy Graham, Maggie Rode, 
Nigel Rode and Jim King. For our Children’s 
Outreach particularly the seven candidates 
looking forward to confirmation and the 
follow up with the 15 people who took part 
in the Youth Group  weekend at Lee Abbey; 
our search for an intern to assist Amy (our 
children’s worker) with children’s work and 
youth work. For the forthcoming Deanery 
Wedding Fayre at All Saints Oval Way and for 
our three home groups, focussing on the ten 
commandments, during autumn. Lastly we 
seek God’s guidance for the best place for the 
Parish Office. Chalfont St Peter Academy. 

TUESDAY 8 Chenies with Little Chalfont 
Latimer and Flaunden. David Allsop, John 
Went, Ruth Boughton, and Pat Ansell. For the 
ongoing refurbishment of St. George’s Little 
Chalfont and our ministry to the Chalfont 
Heights Estate; the roof refurbishment of St 
Michael’s Chenies and village mission; the 
outreach in Flaunden and children’s work 
and our outreach to the Parkfield Estate in 
Latimer. 

WEDNESDAY 9  Chesham Bois.Huw 
Davies, Jamie Murray, Christopher Clare, 
Jackie Lambert, Averil Stephenson, and Vicky 
Burton. For the parish as in October the 
rector, Huw Davies and his wife Anna leave 
Chesham Bois for Bedfordshire also for the 
commissioning and sending out of a recently 
married couple to work in Africa and also for 
the start of the ten month CPAS Growing 
Leaders course for our small group leaders and 
others. Chesham Bois (VC) School. Mission in 
the World Strategy Development Meeting.

THURSDAY 10 Denham: Adrian Hirst, Joyce 
Tearall, Bev Pinnell. To continue the work of 
the church both in and outside our buildings. 
New leaders beginning work with children and 
young people.

FRIDAY 11 Gerrards Cross & Fulmer. 
Martin Williams, Phil Mann, Tom Holbird, 
Meyrick Beebee, Christoph Lindner, James 
Leach, John Hedley, Di Rowlandson, Shawn 
Swinney and Edda Lindner. For our leadership 
development initiatives in 2013-14 in 
Gerrards Cross and in Fulmer for our outreach 
to parents and carers at the local school 
through coffee in church each week. Gerrards 
Cross Academy. Bishop’s Council / Standing 
Committee of ODBF.

SATURDAY 12 Great Chesham Team 
Ministry. Simon Cansdale, Sylvester 
Liyanage, John Shepherd, Tim Yates, Hilary 
Wilson, Sally Baily, Jenny Constantine, Valerie 
Sanderson, Hilary Unwin, Sarah Shelley, 
Andrew Patterson, Jean Corfield, Geoff 
Houston, Don Sanderson and  Jenny Davies. 

For our ministry in the town through the Food 
Bank and Christians against Poverty and for 
our autumn Christianity Explored courses. The 
Chiltern Hills Academy. 

MONDAY 14 Penn and Tylers Green. 
Mike Bisset and David Carter. For those in 
the Church in training for leadership and for 
raising leaders for the Junior Church and 
Young People’s Groups. Diocesan Advisory 
Committee.

TUESDAY 15 Penn Street. For William 
Mason our vicar who has a long term chronic 
illness  and his wife, Hilary. Also for Cathy 
Smith and our outreach to young families.  
Curzon (VA) School. Bishop Alan Confirming 
at Easthampstead in the Bracknell Deanery.  
St Frideswide Civic Service at Christchurch 
Cathedral. 

WEDNESDAY 16 Seer Green and Jordans.  
Linda West.  For our churchwardens Barbara 
Northcote and Andy Nicholson as they lead 
us through the vacancy and for wisdom, 
guidance and patience as we go through all the 
processes towards filling the clergy vacancy 
and becoming part of a benefice with Chalfont 
St Giles. Seer Green Academy. World Food Day.

THURSDAY 17 Deanery of Abingdon. Neil 
Rowe, John Thompson, Gordon Brown, Paul 
Gooding, Laura Hodges, Tim Perry and  Janet 
Taft. For the follow on from the first ‘Filling 
Station’ event  which took place in September 
at Manor School and for our Deanery Share 
Group as they negotiate the next round of 
Share and budgeting. For our Deanery Synod 
that we may work together in harmony, unity 
of vision, and shared hope for the future. 
Board of Mission Meeting. 

FRIDAY 18 Feast of St Luke . Abingdon-
on-Thames. Charles Miller, Paul Smith, 
Tim Hewes, Jane Baun, Tony Richmond and 
Colin Wood.  The development of effective 
structures and initiatives for worship, mission 
and ministry in our new parish and for our 
Strategic Planning Process at St Helen’s,  
the 150th anniversary planning at St Michael’s  
and disabled access planning at St Nicolas.

SATURDAY 19 Appleton. Lyn Sapwell. The 
members of our recently formed Pastoral 
Assistant Team as, following diocesan 
training, they begin the practical work of 
mission and ministry. Praise and prayer for 
our embryonic youth group using Youth 
Emmaus. Appleton (VA) School.

MONDAY 21 Besselsleigh. Lyn Sapwell. 
All those involved in forming and setting up 
a new Trust to  take responsibility for the 
maintenance of the church building, together 
with a limited number of Services each year.

TUESDAY 22 Cumnor. Geoff Maughan, 
Helen Azer, Pat Bhutta, Jean Pryce-Williams, 
Neil Grady, David Henderson Slater, Eve 
Lockett, Terry Sharp, Brian Dent, Martin 
French and Henry Joines. For the new 
afternoon clubs running Mondays and 
Thursdays at Dean Court led by Henry 
our Youth Worker and for Mel our newly 

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.
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Services at Christ Church Cathedral 
SUNDAYS:   8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room);  
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS:   7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion;  
1pm (Wednesday only)Holy Communion;  
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm).

                Tel: 01865 276155     www.chch.ox.ac.uk

appointed part time family worker as she 
builds relationships with our primary school 
community. Cumnor (VC) School.

WEDNESDAY 23 Fyfield with Tubney 
and Kingston Bagpuize. David Pickering 
and Ian Benstead. For God’s blessing on our 
efforts to make new disciples, as we build up 
to our next Alpha course and for God to build 
us existing disciples up to be “rooted and 
grounded in love.” Bishop Alan Confirming in 
the Amersham Deanery. 

THURSDAY 24 Kennington. Pam McKellen, 
Glynis Beckett, Tony Johnson, and Peter 
Stanway. For Kids’ Clubs, Messy Church and 
Sunday clubs praying for good relationships 
to grow and develop further and for our 
forthcoming Awayday with PCCs as we focus 
on ways forward that will make our churches 
vibrant and effective in our communities. 
Kennington St Swithun’s (VC) School. 
Department of Mission Meeting. 

FRIDAY 25 Marcham with Garford. 
Richard Zair and Jill Rowe.  For a fruitful 
Alpha Course this autumn and our youth and 
children’s ministry. Marcham (VC) School.

SATURDAY 26 North Abingdon. Tim 
Davis, Keith Dunnett, Jitesh Patel and Simon 
Steer. For our Licensed Lay Ministers and 
Children’s and Youth Workers. For Abingdon 
Peachcroft Christian Centre. For ‘The Barns 
Café’ which following its launch in May as part 
of Christ Church Abingdon’s connecting with 
the community initiative, plans to extend its 
opening hours from November also for plans 
for the launch of an Alpha Course  in January 
pray for  Mary Berry and for the course itself 
starting soon afterwards.  Pray that hearts will 
be open to the Gospel.

MONDAY 28 The Feast of Saints Simon 
and Jude. Radley with Sunningwell. Pam 
McKellen, Glynis Beckett, Sue Sowden and 
Martha Young. For the outreach and good 
activities of this summer with children and 
families: Kids Clubs, Messy Church and 
Sunday clubs praying for good relationships 
to grow and develop further. Our Awayday 
with PCCs as we focus on ways forward that 
will make our churches vibrant and effective 
in our communities. Give thanks for groups of 
people who pray and study together especially 
the START course. Radley and Sunningwell 
(VC) Schools. 

TUESDAY 29 Shippon. Richard Zair. For our 
encouragement and growth in faith, and our 
monthly home group and for our links with 
Stowford House Care Home in the village. 
Wootton and Dry Sandford – Phillip Tovey, 
Jon and Jenni Williams. Wootton Boars Hill 
(VA) School. 

WEDNESDAY 30 The Damascus Group - 
Drayton: Rebecca Peters and Rosemary Bruce.  
Steventon with Milton: Colin Patching 
and Jack Jarvis. Sutton Courtenay with 
Appleford: Helen Kendrick and Tim Budd.  
For the future of the DAMASCUS  Group as we 
continue to work even more closely together, 
finding new ways of being vibrant Christian 
communities also for grace in facing up to the 

reduction 
in clergy 
numbers and 
considerable 
financial 
challenges 
and for 
the lay-led 
task forces 
which have 
been set 
up, following the Away Day led by Michael 
Beasley, to focus on how to lead our churches 
into growth. 
 
THURSDAY 31 The Oxford and Cowley 
Episcopal Area Office. Sarah Meyrick - 
Bishop’s Strategic Adviser, Graham Sykes 
- Bishop of Oxford’s Chaplain, Christine 
Lodge Bishop’s P.A. Debbie Perry –Secretary, 
Martin Gorick – Archdeacon and Yvonne 
Powell - Secretary. Please pray for the staff in 
the Bishop’s Office as the new team begins 
working together. Bishop’s Staff Residential 
Meeting. The Department of Finance in their 
important, but hidden, ministry of ensuring 
the flow of funds for mission and ministry.

Comings and Goings
The following will be taking up new posts in 
the Diocese of Oxford: Revd Matt Trendall - 
Rector Designate at Walton, Milton Keynes; 
Revd Alison Finch - Team Vicar and Town 
Centre Missioner at High Wycombe Team; 
Revd Hilary Campbell - Vicar at Shires’ 
Edge Benefice; Revd Robert Gooding - Vicar 
at St Peter’s, Iver; Revd Stephen Griffiths 
- Team Rector  at Cherwell Valley Benefice; 
Revd Patrick King - Associate Priest at 
Wokingham St Paul, Sonning; Revd Graham 
Choldcroft - Associate Priest at Thame Team 
(will remain as Chaplain for Thames Valley 
Police); Revd Dr Stephen Blake - Associate 
Priest at Chipping Norton Team; Revd 
Jackie Jones - Associate Priest at Chipping 
Norton Team; Revd Dr Peter Day - Priest 
in Charge at Reading Christ Church. Revd 
Canon David Hodgson is no longer Area 
Dean of Sonning Deanery and Revd Canon 
Charles Masheder is no longer Area Dean of 

Bicester & Islip Deanery. Revd James Cook 
will be leaving his post as Assistant Curate 
at Walbury Beacon; Revd Tim Stacey will 
be leaving his post as Associate Curate at 
the Terriers, High Wycombe; Revd Derek 
Witchell will be retiring from his post as 
Team Vicar at Cottesloe Benefice; Revd 
Des Foote will be retiring from his post 
as Assistant Curate at Aldermaston and 
Woolhampton; Revd Canon Brian Shenton 
will be retiring as Vicar of Reading St Mary 
with St Laurence and Area Dean of Reading 
and Assistant Archdeacon of Berkshire; 
Revd Tony Lynn will be retiring as Team 
Vicar at Hermitage Benefice and will move 
to Permission to Officiate; Revd Kenneth 
Campbell has been given Permission to 
Officiate.  We recall with sadness the deaths 
of Revd Norman Carne and Revd Robert 
Lloyd.

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.

The winners of the competition in the 
September issue are: Tom Bartlett from 
Newton Longville; Penny Hollings from 
Princes Risborough; Heather Rapley from 
Witney; Paul Barnfather from Reading 
and Elma Kallenborn from Wokingham. 
 
They have all won a copy of Travellers of 
the Heart by Michael Mitton.

Competition winners
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Courses, training, conferences and workshops in October

thedoorpost

LIVING LOVE, LOVING LIFE:  A 
course exploring Christian faith - from 
your own viewpoint. Each session 
begins at 7pm with an evening meal 
followed by a personal story, short 
talks and small group discussions. 
First talk is on 30 September, followed 
by 7, 14, 21 October and 11, 18 and 
25 November. Different venues in 
Oxford. Further information from 
Rob Gilbert on 01865 276070 or email 
LivingLoveSWCP@gmail.com 
 
CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE 
CHRISTIAN:  A series of talks at All 
Saints Church, Ascot. First one is on 4 
October at 7.30pm - “Reading the Bible 

in a Time of Environmental Crisis” with 
Professor Richard Bauckham.  Find out 
about this talk and the others that will 
take place during October by emailing 
drddhannah@yahoo.co.uk 
 
PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE 
OF YOUR CHURCH:  A series of 
workshops for PCC members, ministry 
teams, Licensed Lay Ministers and 
Clergy. 5 October in Bicester; 19 
October in High Wycombe and 9 
November in Finchampstead. The 
workshops run from  9am - 1pm and 
cost £5. Further information at http://
missiondepartment.eventbrite.co.uk/

EARTHING FAITH TALKS:  A series 
of Autumn talks at Holy Trinity, 
Headington Quarry begins on 9 
October at 8pm. All welcome. Free 
entry. Other dates are 16 October and 
23 October.  
 
VOCATIONS BREAKFAST:  For 
people wondering about their sense 
of call or vocation to ministry in the 
Church of England. Listen to speakers, 
meet others on their journey and enjoy 
a great breakfast. Takes place at The 
Church Hall, High Street South, Olney 
MK46 4AA from 8.30am - 12.30pm. 
Details at http://vib-olneybreakfast.
eventbrite.co.uk/

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  hung on church  
noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House.  The 
deadline for the next issue is Friday 4 October.

Courses and Special Events

TUESDAY 1 OCTOBER
Warborough:  Open Morning at 
St Laurence Primary School from 
9.15am - 10.30am. Everyone 
welcome. Phone 01865 858270 for 
details. 
 
FRIDAY 4 OCTOBER
Woodstock:   Flower Festival at St 
Mary Magdalene begins today from 
10am - 4pm and is on until 6 October. 
The theme is ‘Saints told in Flowers’. 
Free admission.  Email christine@
cleapr.co.uk for details.
 
SATURDAY 5 OCTOBER
Reading: Celebrate 60 years of local 
Sue Ryder Hospice Care at All Saints 
Church  from 2pm - 4pm. Entry fee 50p  
which includes tea/coffee/cake. Phone 
0118 958 4131. 
 
Woodstock:  Canon Adrian Daffern 
will be celebrating the Flower Festival 
by giving an organ recital at 7.30pm. 
Tickets: £8 from Woodstock Book Shop 
- Tel: 01993 812760.   
 
Abingdon:  Harvest drinks and 
desserts evening at Christ Church at 
7.45pm. Speaker: Ruth Valerio from A 
Rocha. Reserve your place by emailing 
office@cca.uk.net. 
 
Cookham Dean:  St John the Baptist 
SL6 9PD - Organ concert given by Nigel 
Ogden at 7.30pm. Tickets £10 available 
on the door. Phone 01628 529861 or 
email david-colthup@supanet.com 

SUNDAY 6 OCTOBER
Oxford: St Giles’ Church - Third annual 
service of thanksgiving for pets and 
animals at 3pm, followed by tea and 
appropriate treats.  All pets and their 
owners are welcome. 

MONDAY 7 OCTOBER
Reading: A discussion on the NHS 
child and adolescent mental health 
provisions for Berkshire will be held at 
All Saints Church Hall at 7.30pm. Phone 
0118 958 4131 for details. 
 
WEDNESDAY 9 OCTOBER
Newbury: “Holy Listening” - members 
of the Spiritual Direction Network for 
Oxon, Bucks and Berks are offering a 
taster evening at St George’s Church, 
Wash Common at 8pm. For more 
information or to book your place email 
jane.sigrist@googlemail.com or phone 
01635 30089. 
 
SATURDAY 12 OCTOBER
Iver Heath:  Apple day at Home                

Cottage Farm SL0 0BB from 11am - 
4pm raising funds for St Margaret’s 
Parish Church and local charities.  
 
SUNDAY 13 OCTOBER
Bicester: Trinity Camerata afernoon 
concert at St Edburg’s Church 
at 3.45pm. Programme includes 
works by Rossini and Sibelius and 
Prokofiev’s “Peter and the Wolf”. 
Tickets £10 (Children £5). Free entry 
to children dressed as a “Peter and 
the Wolf” character. Details at www.
trinitycamerata.org 

THURSDAY 17 OCTOBER
Oxford:   The Retired Clergy 
Association meeting. Begins with 
coffee at 10.15am in the Priory Room 
at Christ Church Cathedral. Speaker: 
Professor Lionel Tarassenko CBE - 
‘Endowing computers with human 
capabilities’.  Phone 01865 761476 for 
details.
 
SATURDAY 19 OCTOBER
Oxford: Lecture - “Imagination, 
Reason, Will: A perspective on the 
legacy of C.S. Lewis” by Revd Dr 
Michael Ward at New Road Baptist 
Church OX1 1LQ from 2.30pm. Phone 
020 8599 1310 or email secretary@
librarianscf.org.uk for more details. 
 
Tilehurst: “Christian Healing Today”. 
An evening with Cecil and Lisa Paxton 
from Colorado Springs. Worship, praise 
and ministry at 7.30pm at St Catherine 
of Siena Church RG31 5LN. Phone 0118 
942 7786 for details. 
 
Penn Street: Autumn concert in 
Holy Trinity Church by the Wycombe 
Philharmonic choir at 7.30pm. Tickets 
£10 includes light refreshements  
 

available on the door or phone 01494 
715195/716726. 
 
MONDAY 21 OCTOBER

Oxford:  The Oxford Council for 
Christians and Jews talk at Somerville 
College at 7.30pm. “One Voice - for 
an Intractable Situation”. Two voices 
- a Palestinian and Israeli become one 
with a challenging option for Peace 
and Justice.   Email ceo@ccj.org.uk for 
details. 
 
WEDNESDAY 23 OCTOBER
Oxford: The Churches Tourism 
Association Symposium and AGM at 
Wesley Memorial Methodist Church 
at 10.30am - 4pm. ‘The contribution 
of church buildings to making 
connections between the Church and 
Society’. Presentations and debates.  
Booking fee of £25. Details at www.
churchestourismassociation.info or 
phone 01245 358185. 
 
TURVILLE: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 01491 
571231. 
 
FRIDAY 25 OCTOBER
Oxford:  The Christian Mediation 
Group (Unicorn Group) meeting 
and talk by Pam Manix, Cambridge 
medievalist who conducts tours of 
Oxford’s medieval Jewish Quarter. 
1pm - 2pm (bring a packed lunch) at the 
House of St Gregory and St Macrina, 1 
Canterbury Road. Phone 01865 552991 
for details. 
 
SATURDAY 26 OCTOBER
Bicester: Prison Fellowship Awareness 
evening at Emmanuel Church from 
7.30pm - 9pm. Phone 07989 477 
887 or email justinbloomfield@
prisonfellowship.org.uk for details. 
 
Reading: Come and sing Vivaldi 
Gloria and Handel Zadok the Priest 
at The Church of Earley St Peter . 
The workshops begin at 1pm and 
the performance is at 5.30pm. Email 
readingchorale@gmail.com or go to 
www.ambernunn.com/reading-chorale 
for details. 
 
Milton Keynes: The God who loves 
to heal - working with him! - A day of 
teaching to further equip both those 
involved and those who are interested 
in the healing ministry in their local 
church. Begins at 10.30am - 4pm at 
Christ the King Church MK7 6HQ.  
Book your place 01908 506357 or email 
alan.bird@dsl.pipex.com 
 

St Mary Magdalene Church, Woodstock.  
Picture by Brenda Cripps, local Woodstock artist.


